publisher’s Note 

Because the Chaco ^Var and its antecedents aroused such bitter 
controversy, partisans of Bolivia or of Paraguay have seldom 
found basis for agreement. It is no mean distinction, therefore, 
that the foremost Paraguayan and Bolivian experts in the United 
States have consented to endorse the impartiality and accuracy of 
this book. In so doing, both the eminent former Paraguayan dip* 
lomat, banker, statesman, and scholar Pablo Max Ynsfran and 
the fast-rising young scholar, teacher, author, and Bolivian spe- 
cialist Charles W. Amade have sought to place the Chaco ^Var 
in historical perspective. Each has succeeded admirably, as the 
Preface and Foreword attest. 
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PREFACE 


Time enough has already poued since the Chaco War to state 
that posterity is now beginning to neigh, with a fair degree of 
accuracy, m significance in the context of Latin Amcncan his- 
tory, and to pronounce its judgment The dust has settled, passions 
hate cooled sufficiently, outsunding actors and witnesses liave 
spoken, archives have disclosed most of the cnicial facts of the 
long diplomatic disputes and of the origin of the military clash 
old issues have lost their bitterness, and the whole controveny 
can be viewed in a comparatively clearer penpectivc In the 
light of these considerations it is an act of justice to say that 
Captain David H Zook, Jr has written a book which voices the 
impartial verdict of posterity 

Although the work of a roihtary man, The Conduct of the 
Chaeo War u by no means a purely military account and appraisal 
of the struggle in which Bolivia and Paraguay were enga^ from 
1932 to 1935 On the contrary. Captain Zook analyres the political 
and diplomatic aspects of the war with as much skill, method and 
care as the development of the campaign in the field The two 
sides of the problem are so intimately interwoven in his narrative 
that neither can be properly understood without the other His 
book, therefore, » of considerable interest not only to the student 
of wan but also to the political thinker, and even to anyone trying 
to discern the inner mechanism responsible for the interrelation 
of human thought and action 

With the fint thoroughly iniegrated review of the Chaco ^Var 
ever wntten in any language. Captain Zook makes a contnbu 
tion which in all likelihood will place him among the highest 
authorities on the subject In the preparation of this brilliant 
piece of historiography he has overlooked no important pubh 
cation relative to the Bolivia Paraguay controversy, has conducted 
'Ea.wj petwswjk vs«yi.vtvei, lsJtvn% siS. v.V.i iTima, 

and acquainted himself with all the pertinent material A pro- 
fessional air officer himself, he approaches his topic with a keen 
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technical mind entirely devoid ol any national preconception 
that might otherwue have colored his opinons and conclusions. 
In general one must take ‘with caution any history o{ the Chaco 
War tvritten by the nationals of ihe two former contenders; such 
is not the case, however, conccnting The Conduct of the Chaco 
War. 

All major w'ars are commonly the outcome of causes which 
may be divided into two groups: disunt and immediate. The 
former supply the explosive mgredient, and the latter the spark. 
In the Chaco ^Var, as in almost every other serious iiuemational 
collision among South Americm countries, the distant causes 
derived from the ill-defined tioundary lines that separated the 
admiDtsiraiive sections o! the Spanish Empire in colonial times. 
Bolivia and Paraguay disagreed as to the line of demarcation 
between the Governorship of Paraguay and the Audiencia of 
Charcas in Upper Peru (today Bolivia) . In proportion to the 
growth of the two countries, so grew abo the difference of opin- 
ion about their territorial righu. With ever increasing intran- 
sigence they pressed their contentions until they reached a point 
where no compromise was possible. This hopeless impasse led 
to (he Chaco War. Meither country would give ground because 
any concession would entail national shame. Then came the 
spark that set off the conflagration. 

The penetration o! the Chaco by Bolivia with small military 
posts called /or/incs— fine constructed along the Pilcomayo River, 
in a southeast direction, and later turning north toward the 
center of the territory— induced Paraguay to build similar posts 
of its own as a barrier of contention. Facing each other over 
long stretches, the forlines were potential troublemakers, espe- 
cially after 1920, when Bolivia intensified its penetration. Bolivia 
felt that without aaual occupation its case would appear weaker 
than that of Paraguay— which was in possession of sizeable ex- 
panses of the Chaco since colonial limes— and to strengthen its 
position inaugurated the policy lefencd to above. But the Para- 
guayan countermeasures were to be expected, and once both 
countries embarked upon this military competition, the Chaco 
controversy dragged ominously toward a military denouement. 
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A Single imprudent shot from one fortin could provide the 
spark to detonate the powder keg 

It seems clear that Bolivia underesiiioated the determination 
of Paraguay to oppose force with force i( confronted by a situa 
Uon that would endanger its occupation of the Chaco As a sub* 
stantial part of the Paraguayan economic hfe depends upon the 
Chaco, the loss of thu area would have meant an amputation 
which the country probably could not have survived For a coun 
try so vitally bound to a piece of land, it was obvious that no 
sacnfice would be too great to preserve it. Bolivia on the other 
hand looked upon the Chaco as a sort of future colonial addi 
tion, not as an organic member of the nation itself Paraguay was 
inferior to Bolivia m some important respects-^mamly in pop- 
ulation and financial capacity^but in the event of a major con 
flict over the Chaco the Paraguayans would necessarily fight to 
the death 

Bolivia apparently did not realize this Early m 1905 a Bolivian 
Foreign hfmuter, Sr CUudio Pmilla had warned his govern 
ment not to ignore Paraguay $ willingness to protect its posiuon 
in the Chaco with the utmost determination ’ Paraguay,’ wrote 
Sr Pinilla, IS neither coo strong to be feared nor too weak to be 
despised " Perhaps the Bolivian statesmen who followed Sr 
Pinilla had not precisely disregarded his meaningful remark, 
but. at any rate, ^ey acted as thou^ the steady penettation of 
the Chaco would not be resisted to the point of war This as 
sumption implied too much reliance on the Paraguapn weak 
nesses in other words it was miscalculation 

So we see that human affairs, unfortunately tend sometimes 
to fall into an inexorable drift which no reason will stop And 
this ivas what happened in the Chaco. In The Conduct of the 
Chaco War, Capum Zook shows the tragedy in its true and re- 
greiuble light. 

Pablo Max Vnsfban 

The Umvernty of Texas 



FOREWORD 


Bolivia and Paraguay are among Latin Amenca's poorest coun* 
tries They are also the most colorful They are a piece of this 
earth soaked in violence and their hmoncs read like tales full of 
fantasies In the first half of this century these two nations, molded 
by fury, clashed over border disputes Restraint was impossible 
and a vicious war, the Chaco War. developed It was South Amcr 
ica's greatest armed conQict It was a true war by Americans 
called Bolivians against Americans called Paraguayans History 
vnll say that it was one of the most useless wars. But nations like 
Bolivu and Paraguay, whose way of life had been a continued 
nnotiona] outburst, could hardiy have shed these tempen to 
solve their disputes peacefully 

The Chaco War does constitute a cniual event, if not the most 
crucial m Bolivian history It represents a somewhat lesser episode 
in Paraguayan history Bolivia lost the ^N^ar even though she had 
a supenor army The defeat shook the conscience of ihe country 
and laid the basis for the great socul upheaval of the 1950 s, which 
became the second social revolution in Latin America Victorious 
Paraguay entered a period of complacency which cemented her 
traditional eighteenth-century pattern of Latin American politics 
and social order Consequently today Paraguay stands as the lone 
country in South America that has not follovred an accelerated 
pace of progress Caudil/umo still prevails in Paraguay Loser 
and victor alike must look to the Chaco War as the initial gener 
ator of the present situations of their respective countries The 
Chaco War roust be impartially sketched and presented in Latin 
American hutory, in Paraguayan history, and m Bolivian history 
The history of Bolivia fades to obscure origins The Incas con 
quered what u today $ Bolivia m the thirteenth century But far 
before that time a great empire nourished, whose rayrienoMs re- 
mains are exemplified by Tiahuanaco The Incas called the region 
Kollasup and imposed their language, Quechua, on the natives 
In 15S5 the first Spaniards appeared and by 1538 the first Spanish 
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city. La PJata, later known as Chuquisaca or Sucre, was founded. 
In 1545 stupendous silver deposits were discovered in Potosi. Soon 
this important province of the great ^Spanish Empire, already 
steeped in history and by now named Charcas. became a most 
valued colony. 

. The systematic exploitation of the mines by the Spaniards 
created a rigid social sptem which leveled the rutives into cheap 
labor. An adminutrative apparatus tvas set up. The audiencia 
located in Chuquisaca became the political and judicial unit of 
Charcas with nearby Potosi the economic pivot of the province. 
As one moved asvay from the Ch«quisaca*Poto$i core, in whatever 
direction, the standard of Spanish colonization declined and re- 
moteness increased. No one really knew where the borders of 
Charcas lay. This fact tvas nther unimponant at the time but it 
did contain the seeds for border disputes of the future when each 
of the Spanuh administrative units would achieve independence. 
One of the boundary controversies of the then distant future 
became the Chaco War. 

It was in Charcas, a region of sharp contrast where harmony 
and compramise vanished before the ruggedneu of the terrain 
and the boiling blood of its people, that the first tumblings 
agaiiuc the Spanish master were heaid. In 1809 the rebellion erupt- 
ed, but not until 1825 did Charcas achieve independence as the 
Kepublic of Bolivia. All (he problems of the colonial period and 
many more ivere given to the nesv nation. Independence meant 
.the end of the Spanish bureaucracy with its paternalistic policies. 
The crioHos took posver; dominated by a narrow-minded pro- 
vincialism, they failed to solve (he many social problems. 

Bolivian history became a bloody bout between the ins and the 
outs; all members of the ruling class. Little or no attention svas 
given to the multifold problems trf the nation. Lack of trans- 
portation facilities and ethnic differences made the faraway areas 
along the boundaries easy prey for conquest by nations surround- 
ing Bolivia. Often these regions tended to gravitate away from 
Bolivia at their own volition, looking with more favor toward the 
next nearest national capital. The impossibility of determining 
the colonial boundaries of Charcas enhanced this centrifugal move- 
ment. Bolivia began to lose claimed sovereign territory to each 
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nation that shared borden with her The gravest loss was her 
PaciLc seacoast to energetic Chile This irreparable loss was 
due, more than anything dse, to Bolivia’s languor since she was 
absorbed in petty politicizing, neglecting her Utoral Although 
many good, honest and forceful men emerged in Bolivia, none 
was able to solve the two mam problems to provide social equal- 
ity and justice to everyone and thereby break the corrupt rule 
of the ertoho aristocracy, and to consolidate the nation into one 
national unit 

Unquestionably, ivhen in 1884 Bolivia was forced to relin 
quish her coast to Chile, the conscience of the nation was shaken 
8he began a period of deep social, political and geographical 
reorientation An era of boom was in the making that took an 
eastern and southastem direction Bolivia's weakat, most m 
effectual and least known nei^bor, Paraguay, had also lost a 
terrible war, against Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay Her future 
lay to her nonhwest in the Chaco A clash of both frustrated 
countries was inevitable It blossomed into full war in 1932 This 
was the Chaco War History previously has failed to give us an 
impartial sketch of this conflict 

Captain Zook in his The Conduct of the Chaco IVar is the 
first scholar, author and military cx]>eTt to provide us with a 
thoroughly acceptable study of the subject An excellent mihury 
account, this book also dwells on the diplomatic as well as the 
political aspects of the Chaco War It constitutes the best and 
most impartial survey of the Chaco War to this date Captain 
Zook has examined the enure huionogiaphy of the War and 
therefore has acquired a most definite knowledge of all pertinent 
sources In the true fashion of scholarship be has sifted these 
sources, many of them very partisan and created a first rate book 
that is not only unbiased but extremely readable 

It js possible that Captain 2^k will be accused more likely by 
Bolivun partisans, as having given Paraguay a preferential treat- 
ment But Zook has told the truth Bolivia s conduct in the War 
was full of bungling followed by more maladroit actions Many 
of the young generation of Boliviam. witnesses and veterans of 
the ^Var, realized this In the pnson camps of Paraguay they laid 
the basis of new political, social and economic movements Today 
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these men are in power, destrD)ing the old order. It was the re* 
voltitig conscience o£ the Ciaa> War that created modem Bolivia. 

Captain Zook's The Conduct of the Chaco IFor is one of the 
most important books on Latin American history to come into 
print recently. I believe it to be a must for the student of Latin 
America. 


The UniwKi’ty of Florida 


CltARlXS W. Arnade 
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INTRODUCTION 


Of all American conflicts, the Chaco War u the most enigmatic, 
So many misconceptions and mistaken ideas have grown up 
that refuting them individually would be an endless task Even 
the name of the war has been perverted because many are unsure 
of Its geographic setting 

The fighting occurred in the Chaco Boreal, that portion of 
the Gran Chaco which lies north of the Rio Pilcomayo The 
generalued term Gran Chaco, when applied to the conflict, is 
therefore a misnomer Westward to about 59* the region con 
sists of extensive palm groves, high pastures, and small woods 
Beyond there was not a town or place, however attractive the 
name, that was anything but a collection of mud huts In the 
extreme west along the Andes the land is fertile, moist, and 
covered with forests The intervening area consisu of and des 
ert, often clothed with thick scrub and brush Here the juice 
of cacti replaces water, and blood sucking insects swarm by the 
millions When during (he months of the southern summer the 
rams come to this land, the rough roads turn to quagmires, 
dunng the dry season the fine, powdery soil rises in great linger 
ing clouds 

No war is devoid of lessons, either professionally for the mil 
itary man, or generally for the historian and student of human 
affairs As the hemisphere s greatest struggle since the American 
Civil War, the Chaco conflict u indeed of great importance The 
diplomatic contention which preceded and accompanied the war 
stresses the basic necessity for vsgqmas and forceful defence of 
a national position This is not Only a right, but also a duty of 
every state, regardless of its size That in such a contest victory 
goes to him who best applies the full resources of his country 
IS axiomatic, but it is brilliantly retold in the Chaco story 

Lying between the global struggles of our century, the Chaco 
War derived inspiration from the <me. and in some cases pointed 
up lessons for the next Appropriate then as now was the need 
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for adequate preparation to enable the armed forces to support 
the policy of the nation. The result of neglecting the teal es- 
sence of military power in favor of undue economy converts the 
miliury into a fa^ide, incapable of aggressive, decisive aaion. 
Only by unrestrained application of the total resources of the 
state can victory be assured. 

The lessons of ^Votld War I'-porticubtly the superiority of 
defensive firepower and the vital necessity of trucks for strategic 
mobility— were re-emphasited in the Chaco. The return of gen- 
uine maneuver to tvarfare marked General Josi Filix Estigarrlbia 
as a precursor of Field ^farshal Envln Rommel. Yet, this srai an 
irdantry tvar. The terrain made U so. From necessity cavalry 
fought on foot; tanks proved of little value; artillery svas less 
useful in the jungle than morun; aircraft were poorly employed 
for lack of doctrine. 

As In every conflict, die qualities that difiereniiaie a great 
comtoander and leader, whether civilian or military, from an 
Ineffectual opponent are lucidly revealed. Seldom in the history 
of warfare, hotveser, have such extremes of quality faced one 
another as upon the obscure fields of the Chaco Boreal. The 
chancteristics which distinguish the soldien of some lands above 
those of others contrast brilliantly. Palpably, the soldier of a 
free country, energetic and capoble of individual initiative, is 
infinitely the superior of the politically, socially, and racially 
submeiged product of an oHgaidiica! dicutorship. The feats 
performed by soldiers in the midst of the most exhausting pri- 
vations are in the highest traditions of free men fighting for a 
cause they believe just. 

And. with the conclusion of the war, when the combatants 
iratemue with one another in mutual relief, and the diplomats 
return to the center of the suge, the Chaco dispute offers im- 
porunt lessons in negotiation. For in this rare insunce, the 
state whose arms had beaten the aggressor preserved the military 
triumph at the peace table. 
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DIPLOMATIC ANTECEDENTS 


Th« collapse of the Spanish Empire a by product of the Na 
poleonic demolition of the Old ^Vorld system resulted in the 
appearance of many neiv Western Hemisphere political entities 
The ensuing friction incident to boundary determination oc 
casioned sporadic flagrant hostilities The most senous of these 
conflagrations flamed only after a long period of slowly rising 
temperatures 

The first trammg of impending tension between Bolivia and 
Paraguay appeared in the mid nineteenth century After learn 
ing that an 1852 treaty between Paraguay and Atgenuna tec 
ognued the Kio Paraguay as belonging to the former from bank 
to bank the Bolivian charge daffans in Buenos Aires pro- 
tested that his country had ripanan rights on the tvest bank be- 
tween parallels twenty and twenty two The following year La 
Par luued a gratuitous decree claiming the littoral of the Rio 
Paraguay to 26® 54 south Nevertheless in 1855 the Foreign 
Minister returned to the original claim asserting sovereignty 
dovm to tiventy two degrees more or less * 

During the 1865-1870 War of the Triple Alliance Bolivia 
remained quietly on the side lines after assurances by the Allies 
that her rights on the west bank of the Rio Paraguay svould be 
protected When Paraguay s defeat was complete Bolivia at 
tempted to secure Allied recognition of her Chaco claims The 
victors however would have none of this and turned her away 
empty handed After protracted negotiations Argentina and Para 
guay dlvioW tibr nrrts* oAvetr ^frcr Fibr region soutd of 

the Pilcomayo ivas recognired as belonging to Argentina the 
portion from the Rio Verde to Bahia Negra to Paraguay The 
area betsveen the mam arm of the Pilcomayo and the Verde rvas 
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submitted to the arbitration of the President of the United 
States. In 1878 cases were duly presented at Washington. Bolivia 
again sought to inject her Chaco claims, but was advised that 
the President could not consider her case because La Paz was 
not a party to the treaty soliciting his decision. President Ruther- 
ford B. Hayes found Paraguay "legally and justly entitled” to 
the disputed region.* 

Bolivia' never fully accepted the decision, insisting that it tvas 
in no way binding upon her, a bystander. She belies ed that her 
actions and protests prior to and after the arbitration fully pro- 
tected her rights. Merely by ruling as to the better claims be- 
tween Argentina and Paraguay, the Hayes Award in no manner 
could affect a third party. Paraguayans, however, henceforth 
regarded the region as indbpuiably their own and usually re- 
jected La par's disatotval. They maintained that Bolivia had 
tacitly recogniied and accepted the award, both by silence and 
by deed.* 

Thus from 1852 to 1879 the Queo question emerged slowly 
and falteringly. There tvas no welldefined, generally accepted 
doctrine on either side. Each groped uncertainly with the prob- 
lem. and neither had a lucid concept of the opposing position. 
Neither protested the explorations and colonies of the other, 
because each was tacitly aware that the other possessed claims 
in the little known region. The boundary lay where these claims 
met, but circumstances did not necessitate haste in its exact 
definition. Paraguay had taken no real interest in the upper 
river in many years, and certainly the impotent oral pretcruions 
of a country almost inaccessible by land caused little concern in 
Asuncidn. In these years of slow communications, unenlightened 
populations, and relative calm in chancelleries, the Chaco prob- 
lem could readily have been solved had Bolivia been admitted, 
for this purpose alone, to the diplomatic liquidation of the War 
of the Triple Alliance. 

Striving to seiile the Chaco question quickly. La Paz accredited 
Dr. Antonio Quijarro as Minister to Paraguay in 1879. His ap- 
pearance at Asunci6n was opponune. Paraguay, still a pitiful, 
defeated province, believed ^alitation of pending Bolivian ac- 
tivity in the river basin would stimnlate her oivn stagnant econ- 
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omy In a few days of bargaining with Foreign Minuter Josi 
S Decoud, Quijano yielded his initial demand of a border along 
the Rio Veide and settled for the divuion of the Chaco by a 
parallel from the mouth of the Rio Apa at 22® 5' straight west 
to the Pilcomayo The Paraguayan congress, however, failed to 
act on the treaty On the Altiplano no action was taken until 
August 1881 when the Nauonal Convention ratified with the 
condition of acquiring land on the lower Pilcomayo for a port 
As Quijarro wrote, this clause ' occasioned insuperable difficulties ’ 
and caused the failure of the treaty * 

Late in 1885. Paraguay, casting about for a method to rehabil 
ttate her desperate finances and enmurage development, com 
menced sale of her public lands Included was much of the Chaco, 
even into the interior Since there was no real capiul in Para 
guay, most of the land found ns way, through speculation in 
options, into the hands of Argentine carpetbaggen * 

In the hope of gaming either rattficaiion or a new arrange* 
ment, La Pax sent Dr Isaac Tamayo to Asuncidn as Minister 
m early 1886 Paraguay was resentful totvard the Altiplano for 
procrastination on the preiious treaty, and had re-established 
a military garrison at Fuerte Olimpo, a colonial fortress on the 
west bank of the Rio Paraguay Tamayo protested that this action, 
north of the line of (he 1879 treaty, violated a tacit status quo 
created when the pa« was signed • 

On 15 November 1886 the Bolivian Congress, under pressure 
of the Paraguayan land law, overrode the opposition to approve 
the Quijarro-Dccoud Treaty as originally wntten Tamayo then 
entered friendly discussions with Dr Benjamin Aceval, Para 
guapn Foreign Minister In these talks, which asoidcd con 
sideration of colonial titles. Aceval indicated Paraguay would 
never consider rcarbiiration of the Hayes Zone Consequently, 
the treaty signed 16 February 1887 submitted to arbitration by 
Leopold II, king of the Belgians, only the region lying between 
the mouth of the Apa and one league north of Fuerte Olimpo, 
and bounded on die west by 60* Sy 46". Bolivia was recognuted 
as owner north and west, and Paraguay as owner south of this 
tone* 

On the Altiplano the cabinet split on whether the treaty ac* 
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cumcl7 Ttflccted Tamayo'* imtiuctions; at Asuncidn no action 
was taken. In January 1888, Paraguay extended her military con- 
trol on the west bank up to Bahia Negra. Dr. Claudio Pinitla. 
left in charge oE the legation by Tamayo, sharply protested this 
apparent violation of the recently signed agreement.* 

Trouble then developed over the activities of Miguel Sudrer 
Arana, a Bolivian developer. On 4 July 1885 he had solicited 
approval from the Paraguayan government for a pon site on the 
Rio Paraguay from which to make preliminary explorations for 
a ivagon road to La Par. to be eventually followed by a railroad. 
He admitted that no point below Bahia Ncgra could be selected 
without approval of Asuncidn. The hflnistcr of Interior im- 
xne^atcly consented, but specifically stipulated that no port 
could be established without prior consent of the Paraguayan 
Congress. Sudrer agreed, but selected a spot 10 kilometers south 
of Bahia Negra, naming his camp Puerto Pacheco. When the 
Bolivian flag was observed flying over the tents, Paraguapn 
officials grew aiamed and reaaed by decreeing military control 
up to Bahia Negra. In September 1883 matters reached a climax 
when a dtiren had recourse to Paraguayan law, charging the 
camp's administrator with crimes, including murder. Wlien a 
Guarani military party from Olimpo arrived, the offender fled. 
Pinilla protested the seirure of the "port” and any land sales which 
had been made in the Chaco. He asserted that the 1887 treaty had 
created "a status quo in the possession, and had regulariied the 
jurisdiction, of both States within their respective assigned zones." 
He then asked for his passpons * 

In November, Bolivia's Congress belatedly ratified the 1887 
treaty, albeit with tuggestiom which amounted to rewriting the 
agreement. Although Paraguayan Foreign Minister Centuridn 
had reasserted his country's full and legitimate righu in the 
Chaco, Pinilla (in Buenos Aires) worked for a confidential 
arrangement so pave the vray for an exchange of ratifications. 
Since apparently the disputed Puerto Pacheco would then be 
returned to Bolivia. La Pa* ordered Pinilla to return to hi* post. 
In Asuncidn, however, he found the belief prevalent that the 
treaty had lapsed owing to expiration of the time limit specified 
for ratification. Conscqucnilf. after a final declaration asserting 





[30] 

'woisr'""" Cir°r -» 

llZ'T'^- “"“Won of 

“">' found ^/"°'“‘i<»> ■'■fn ' '’" “'^™tial. „„ 

■'" wlidi,, of d,, ?V'’^“ah cn,„' 1?‘ '•>« dom, pZ 

pS “P ‘0 the bordm^f^ thal Cu^ the 

^eic 

s5Si^SS5pS£# 

‘l«:,CP'‘“% ?C”^“ ■'!' Mco J.o'^cS'lj^ 

^“2 ’’Cr' -“P-fo 3„„oe„ B , 

=S'==-s:»sSij-F 

^naco into h<-r ”' BWduallv ;„ ®“«noj 



*/5tcnj ivoujj I 

-iSi-s-srr 

""‘"a Th„^ "Shu 

^"■'cnimu ' "■* ''"■» ■r,ti'"*^"‘““Sl./rca„7""''‘‘' 

'=0^ Boa., ■" "■' "* 

JSSroiivc j„j . "0 bo«„„ . 

In „ ^ «» coj; 

n negotiations decking our ad 

• 



[ 32 ] 

of mutal cnn.,> • OOWBOCT n» - 

Jno™. b„, 

»«#i 

“" 'one subn,;,,^ " ’“'“i 

•noment^^j^Jljponnacting p . 

«»6. Bolivia ®“*"»"o of ,b" 



DIPLOMATIC ANTECEDENTS 


[33] 


sought the sums quo provisions to foresull such moves In 1886 
Tamayo had fmt attempted to assert a sutus quo doctrine and 
in 1888 PiniUa alleged that the 1887 treaty created a sutus 
quo and regularized the junsdiaion of both Sutes within 
their respective zones Paraguay henceforth took recourse to this 
Bolivian-created doctrine seeking to halt Andean adrances 
The arbitration zone was essentully bounded on the svesi by 
the final lines proposed by Cano and Dominguez while m the 
north 20® 30* was an exact splitting of the difference However 
the protocol had a grievous flaw in that it failed to confirm this 
compromise northern line indeed making it the rninimum at 
Uinahle by Paraguay while leaving open to her unlimited pi^ 
tensions lands above this parallel luter Paraguayans mamumed 
that Soler had sought 19® as the exterior northern limit of 
the arbitration zone but Pinilla had preferred the more am 
biguous wording , . ^ 

In Paraguay the pact was greeted with great rejoicing her 
hop« for t.m.ory rraford at tot Bolman apmton hotvrver 
found Itttla to appractato Allegadly P.n.lla had acted tmhou 
consultatton wtth h„ government Ceto.nly 1>“ 
in haimony with his previous record On the Altiplano the 
Senate opposmon led by Dr Darnel Sala^nca vigorously as 
sailed thragreemen. as a gmve error in a booUet DjJBautist. 
Saavedm viciously attacled Pinillas giveaway and urged strong 
measures against Pamguay In explanation o£ Pinilla s aetmns 
the United States Minister reported greater concession, had been 
made dian ever before in the mteresB ol commerce Brariton 
discrimination had ruined Pnerto Su4rez (a shallow port on 
the Cfcere, lagoon) and to Par therofore electtd to set aside 
other considemnon, to gam an anchorage near 20 

The agreement quickly failed however Cano and Dominguez 
who were to implement the protocol with a formal arbitration 
treaty were unable to reach agreement in large measure due to 
the Bolivians attempt to convert the Paraguayan reg on of the 
Chaco into the arbitration zone "When Cano died inopportunely 
the project collapsed ** 

The Chaco question hung suspended until a 1912 exchange of 
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IMTERMaTIONAI. CONrCBCMCES [49] 

ordered to take precauuom m all positions but word did not 
reach isolated Vaiguardia which had been under surveillance of 
Guarani cavalry The previous day soldiers catching crows for 
meat had seen Kepubhca Taraguaya inscribed on nearby 
trees '* 

On the morning of 5 December a few of the conicnpios were 
piefarmg coffee in the fottin when they thought they saw a 
flock of ostriches m the thick brush %Vben they adranced hone- 
men materialized in the morning haie One galloped forward 
under a svhite flag He was a Paraguayan trooperl The lype- 
svtiiien message he gave to Lieutenant Lozada the commander 
read 

The Paraguapns knowing that you have occupied our ter 
ntory we allow you ten minutes lo stack aims and be ready for 
us one hundred raecen south of the barracks Ocherwite we ihall 
open fire 

From all sides Guarani infantry was advancing Afanchego dis 
tnbuced the single case of ammunition 15 to 20 rounds per 
man and fired a warning shot into the air though there seas 
no real battle In ten minutes Paraguay occupied the forlln 
sacked it captured two officers and nineteen men killed five 
and pursued the rest of the 43 man gamson toivard \ itriones 
By evening the pnsoncR Jess one svho escaped and one who 
was shot when he fell exhausted in the road were interned at 
Fortfn Galpdn ** 

Here indeed were show heard round the ivorld What had been 
a little known and less understood seemingly minor Latin Amer 
can dispute suddenly made the headlines throughout the world 
On 5 December the initial Paraguayan dispatches onginating 
with Major Rafael Franco commander of the 5th Infantry at 
Bahia Ncgta who had perpetrated and executed the entire ad 
venture without the knowledge of Asunctdn accused the Bo- 
livians of aggression firing on I^raguayans and causing violence 
From La Par President Silcs sent a circular to all legations de- 
nouncing Paraguayan aggression against a small Andean.fortfn ** 
The Bolivian General Staff immediately ordered the 5th 
Division Proceed energeucally-teke Galpdn At the moment 
the entire division had but 540 men in the 9ih Wames and 
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mg fuU scale Andean assault. In Buenos Aires, however, it was 
believed that Boquerdn svould open the svay for conciliation, 
since the AUiplano would feel lUelf atenged 

On 17 December, General Patricio A Escobar issued orden 
for general mobihation of the Guarani. The tiny 3,000-inan 
army fonned a cadre for 10,000 reserves who appeared for serv 
ice, they ivere aivVivardly organized, and defensively deployed 
along the west bank of the nver with a thm screen of cavalry 
Paraguay was unready (or vfar. her new weapons were ordered 
but still not received, her General Staff had formulated no mobili* 
zation plans, and she n*ould easily have been annihilated For* 
tunately for her, Bolivia's panial mobilization also proved a 
failure for like reasons Due to the manifest military incapaaty 
of the contenders, war did not develop at this time ** 
Meanwhile, following unsuccessful efforts of Paraguay to treat 
the inodeni within the scope of the Gondra Paa of 1&2S, the 
International Conference of Amencan States on Conciliation and 
Arbitration, coincidently meeting at Washington, stepped for 
ward with good offices A commission composed of Cuba, Co* 
lombia, Mexico, the United Sutes, and Uruguay, was accepted 
by the disputanu and empowered with authority to effect con* 
cihation Under a protocol of 3 January this group labored from 
IS March to 13 September 1929 Prisoner exchange and a bare 
conciliation agreeraent were effected, but efforts to scitle the 
basic issue were without success The disputanu agreed to mu 
tual forgiveness, re-esiabhshraent of the "sute of things” pnor 
to 5 December 1928, and renewal of diplomatic relations Para* 
guay was to restore the buildings at Vanguardia Bolivia to 
evacuate Boqaerdn. leaving it as found, without the presence of 
Asuncion authonties The Paraguayans accepted this act, albeit 
at the last minute and under pressute *> 

While Paraguay was unhappy that the act of conciliation 
implied she was an aggressor, Bolivia painted the verdict as a 
vindication Although the fcl.OOOOOO indemnity which Foreign 
Minister Tomis Elio had promised the country was not achieved, 
nei'erthdcss Bolivia was very fortunate Her use of violence 
at Boqucrdn could well have exposed her to an unfavorable 
decision, just as her bellicose attitude immediately thereafter 
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to Villa Montes at the western extremity of the Chaco, but sup* 
plied from Argentina * 

It could not have been expected that Paraguay, lacking the 
relatively vast economic base of her antagonist, and with less than 
a million people, ivould be able to match Bolivia in the field 
That, in her poverty, she could pay $4,730,733 for arms from 
1926 to 1932 IS a standing tribute to one of her greatest statesmen, 
Dr Eligio Ayala, President from 1924-1928, thence Finance 
Minister until his death in 1931* As chief executive, Ehpo 
Ayala encouraged explorations of the unknown Chaco by General 
Belaieff, a Czanst officer ivho had served with Wrangel Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Jos4 Fflix Estigambia, Ayala’s friend and close asso- 
ciate, also participated in this work He set himself apart from 
his colleagues by fmthand knowledge of the Chaco, generally an 
enigma to all except the feiv conscrtptos and lieutenants svho 
garrisoned the scattered outposts 

The thm line of troops, never more than a few hundred, svas 
intended to protect Paraguay’s Chaco industry and development * 
True, as Bolivia charged, most Paraguayan enterpnse was m the 
hands of firms with Argenune, United Sutes and Enctsh capiul 
exploiting quebracho or raising cattle But impoverished Para 
guay could not develop her oivn lands, and cooperation ivith 
such companies was decidedly m her interest, A third of her 
revenues and most of her foreign exchange came from the Chaco 
Such significant holdings required roihtary protection, especially 
svhen the pressure of Bolivia became strong Against Guarani 
protection of civil establishments Bolivia advanced militarily, 
her cml activity being mainly in support of the army charged 
with civilizing and incorporating the Chaco 

Or Daniel Salamanca, new President of Bolma, had many 
times pondered his country s adverse geography— her nucleus on 
the Altiplano, dependent upon a mineral based economy, while 
the lowlands stagnated for lack of markets Bolivia’s neighbors 
reached her lowlands ahead of her and appropriated them, dis- 
membering her from the Pacific and the Atlantic All that noiv 
remained were rights in the Chaco to an outlet through the Plata 
Here, too, Bolivia s diplomatic efforts to achieve possession of 
what was her own were resisted by geogiaphicany favored Para 
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Bolivians toiled— exploring building /ortines and roads, and glory 
ing in the arduous, exciting tasL which was them On the site of 
ancient San Ignacio de Zamucos at 20*S they erected Fortin 
Ingavi * 

In a secret resolution 17 October 1931 the Bolivian Chamber 
called upon the executive to * avoid if possible signing a pact of 
nonaggression with Paraguay ‘ If this was not possible, ' the pact 
that is signed,” the Deputies resolved, "must make no zone, line 
or prescription of immobilization of our armed frontiers in the 
Chaco ” Consequently, the only object of entering the conference 
at Washington was ‘to gain time to complete the preparation” 
on which the army had been engaged In effect. Congress had 
endorsed the program of the General Staff and the President, 
joining them in full responsibility for the ultimate results • 

General Filiberto Osono Teller, Chief of the General Staff, 
reported to Salamanca 29 October 1931 on the progress of the 
pacific penetration After outlining the numerous, unpublicized 
clashes which had occurred since 1930, he cued the grave danger 
m the Central and Northern Chaco where ’ the limits of our 
rights are more doubtful and undefined than m the South 
east ” (Having been Foreign Minuter dunng the rule of the 
Junta, Osono fully understood the titles and diplomacy of his 
country) In those less known sectors Paraguay must be confined, 
he continued mentioning the expedition of Belaieff as proof 
that Paraguay planned advances in the North Central region 
Possibly she even suspected Bolivia’s latest moves in the Zamucos 
area farther north “ 

\S^th the knowledge gained from the activity of the dry season, 
the General Staff prepared its ‘ General Plan for Penetration of 
the Chaco" (dated 15 January 1932) This document proposed 
by de facto occupation of the Chaco Boreal, (1) to strengthen 
Bolivia's juridical position, (2) conum Paraguayan advances, 
and (3) gam positions favorable for future arbitral or military 
solutions Once theoretical rights were thus guaranteed, Bolivia’s 
political and defensive positions would be strong Occupation 
would open the way for development and civilian enterprise, 
giving the army something at its back besides empty desert 

The penetration would remedy existing severe limitations on 
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purchases, domesuc mihiaiy expenditures, service on the smali 
but ruinous foreign debt contracted after the Wat of the Tnpic 
Alliance, and the creation of a small hard currency and gold re- 
serve Few Paraguayans knew of the secret preparations, for it 
was feared that cither Bolivia would pounce before Asunci6n 
was ready, or that the paafuuc influences in the world would 
release advene propaganda against her Consequently, troops in 
the Chaco were kept inferior to the enemy in men and materiel 
and, at the expense of ihut morate. bad strict orders to avoid 
inadcnts which might provoke war prematurely This policy 
motivated diargcs that the pivemment neglected defense, and 
led to Franco s critical blunder in assaulting Vanguaidia But the 
Guarani strategy worked, for Bolivians read the Asunndn press 
and accepted its charges that Paraguay was weak and unprepared ** 
In July 1924 seaei plans were prepared for a new 4,000-raan 
sunding army as cadre for a contemplated mobilired force of 
24 OOO-SO 000 In 1925 a propoat for four combat groups of 5.820 
men each, with integral attiHery, aircraft, and cavalry, was out- 
lined by General Afanlto Schenom Lugo and accepted by Eligio 
Ayala Arms for (his escablcshment were ordered m Europe by 
Eusebio Ayala, then Minister to (he United States, and by General 
Schenom himself The Rojii Silva incident ciuied frantic pleas 
to hasten delivery of oier 10,000 Mauser rifles and carbines 
Arms contraos let in 1920-1927 in Europe exceeded $2,000 000 
and included nfles, pistob. sabres, ammunitjon, 24 Schneider 
75 mm guns, shells, aircraft engines 7 'WibauU punuit planes, 
7 Potez ‘ 25V‘ saddles, blankets, uniform equipment, mule har 
ness icnu, and the like The two gunboais w«c contracted in 
Genoa in July 1928 at a cost of A500.000 In 1929 7.000 Belgian 
Mausers 200 5fadsen automatic tides, and more ammunition 
were purchased In addition, Guggian overrode army opposition 
and ordered 24 Stoles Brandt mortars costing $67,581 •» 

After Vanguardia, Paraguay lived 'in a climate of war" A 
flight of gold to Argcntma began and commerce declined be- 
cause, Ignorant of prcjaralioru. businessmen were sure that Bo- 
livia would overrun iheir country The opposition, whether well- 
meaning or opportumsiic, continually made governing difficult 
for those working to prepare the country Paraguay, unlike Bo- 
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of abandonment by President republic urgently request you rep- 
resent officer corps and your command ’* Consequently, although 
he actually did not relay the order until after 29 June, he re- 
iterated that Moscoso was now on the west bank, and by 25 
June reported the position reinforced.** 

In early July, Osono asserted that historical, economic, and 
vital necessities required an outlet on the Rio Paraguay Reten 
tion of Laguna Chuquisaca was of immense strategic itnpor 
tance since it signified the possibility of reaching the river The 
lake i waters suggested an agncutcural colony to consolidate 
Bolivian dominion It is'as the last link in the chain that would 
seal off Guarani expansion To prepare for an immediate sotu 
tion to this problem which had comumed the energies of the 
nation for a hal{<cniury, Osono asked 10 000 000 bolivianos 
tn cash 

Sabmanca replied that in the over-alt Chaco problem, military 
considerations were important, but other factors must not be for 
gotten Holding the lake could be disastrous for the Bolivian 
cause abroad It could interrupt the Nomggresston Conference 
and bring on war or disadvantageous international pressure 
'For my part, as you know, Sr General," he wrote, 'I have 
inclined to the solution counseled by prudence," avoiding an 
international complication which would ' compromue the fruit 
of our toil and bnng us to a solution imposed by force, with 
the consequent humiliation of our dignity ' Further, Bolivia 
could not limit her goal to mete acquisition of a port *rhi$ 
restnetmg of objective the result of fifty years of impotence, had 
convinced the world that Boluxs simply needed an anchorage 
whereas Paraguay required territory This belief made u extreme- 
ly difficult to pose the question in the form of Tcincotporatmg all, 
or as much as possible, of the Qiaco to Altiplano dominion 
Haste could not accomplish the latter, much time would be re- 
quired ** 

The JiQur ior adviiiqp’ ^urudence .had -hntsrw 

Bolivia had set in motion events which would cost her far more 
of the Chaco than she had ever dreamed, drain her treasure, 
destroy her political system, and bring her to the most humii 
lating experience of her enure unhajqiy life Pitiantuta, Colonel 
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for a reconnaissance in force Four officers and ninety four 
men set out on 22 June An imiial probing attack on 29 June 
revealed Moscoso in the Panguapn forlln with superior strength 
A prisoner divulged the Andean penetration plan and Pitiantuta’s 
importance to Bolivia The Paraguayan commander thereupon 
pulled back 20 kilometers and sent his report to Estigambia, 
who directed him to maintain his position and ordered the 
Palacios battalion of the 2nd ' Itororo * Infantry, equipped with a 
Stokes Brandt mortar, to recoup Pitiantuta at stfhatever sacrifice ** 
^foscoso’s immediate report of the attack reached La Paz 
on 2 July The folloiving day he finally received ihe instructions 
to go to the west side but, after burning the Paraguapn forlln, 
moved instead to the extreme northeast, where he constructed 
Fortfn Manscal Santa Cruz m an island of trees** which afforded 
a good field of fire The west bank was far removed from 
water m the dry season from tt the east shore was beyond the 
range of Bolivian rifles, Moscoso decided against such a disad 
vantageous position After Salamanca directed Moscoso’s with 
drawal unless he was strong enough to hold the lake, the General 
Staff (5 July) ordered him reinforced •* 

On the sixth, Paraguay informed the Neutrals that on 15 June, 
Without provocation, Fortin Carlos Antonio Ldpez had fallen to 
Andean aggression Guggiari confided to Wheeler, United States 
Minister at Asunadn, that new of the incident had been sup- 
pressed until verified on 29 June Domestic opinion ivould loler 
ate no further talks with the aggressor and, therefore, the 
Paraguayan delegation was being ordered out of the Nonaggres 
Sion Pact Conference Secretary of Stale Stinison who subscribed 
to the erroneous Bolivian asseveration that Paraguay had ere 
ated the incident to avoid signing the Nonaggression Pact, 
began diligent efforts to keep her in attendance After a lengthy 
meeting on 11 July, the Neutrab wired Asuncion requesting 
data for an investigation and pleading for the delegation s return 
50 that the incident could be settled** 

Foreign Minister Arbo s reply (15 July) reiterated hts gov 
eminent s intentions to depart He knew Paz s report alleged 
that a party in search of water had found a deserted Guarani 
post on the east shore of the lake, whereupon they wnhdrciv 
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small array of the SE [sic] given m few effectives transport and 
remforccraents Salamanca harshly osmuled them for the na 
tional dignity demanded capture of Corrales and Toledo Ad 
Vance should continue until seriously opposed The 1st through 
5th Divisions were declared in campaign 20 July by secret 
decree the 4th was ordered to take precautions for possible 
Paraguayan counterattack and also to prepare to seize Nanawa 
the 3rd svith its mere 700 men was placed on the defensive link 
up with the 4th being impossible with Paraguay in possession 
of Pitiantuta •* 

Paragtiay began prepanng for any exigency Her army stood 
at only 4 100 the planned cadre strength Estigarribia who be« 
lieved that Bolivian mobilization would require three months 
called for immediate reinforcement and rapid general mobilization 
in hopes of gaming an advantage by inittating operations before 
Bolivian columns could converge The government responded 
realistically calling up reserves and putting the people m arms 
The General Suff worked around the clock to concentrate men 
and means in the probable theatre of operations All medical 
personnel in Paraguay were niobilued Exiles were invited to 
return and opposition leaders to confer with Guggiari To acquire 
urgently needed supplies Rivarola was auihonzed to approach 
the Argentine Covemracm The Foreign Minister Dr Carlos 
Saavedra Lamas strongly opposed this compromise of Argentine 
neutrality Rsvarola however went behind his back to President 
Justo who referred him to Captain Casal and Colonel Rodriguez 
the Navy and ^Var Ministen for the desired equipment 

On 22 July Guggian appointed General Manuel Rojas Cora 
mander m Chief Rojas svas ignorant of the Chaco m poor health 
and dedicated to the school which held that the war should be 
fought defensively along the west bank of the Rio Paraguay 
abandoning the Chaco to the enemy and hoping to defeat him 
svhen he had overextended his supply lines Estigambta together 
with Chief of the General Staff laeutenant Colonel Juan B 
Ayala familiars of the Chaco held that the defense should go 
to the encounter at the greatest possible distance from the river 
and thus thivart the enemy offensive far inland before it could 
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guez, Autopsia de uno Guerra (Santiago, 1940) . 20 21, Ayala Moreira. 
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23 Fernindez, I, 74 77, Ane Quiroga, J, 45, 281, Moscoso, 55-60, 
Ayala Morcira, 114 116, Colonel Aquilw Vagara Vicuna, Htslona de 
la Guerra del Chaco 7 \oh (La Paz 1911-1945). I, 7 

24 Ane Quiroga, I. 46. 257 259, 279 281. Sll 317. Vergara Vicuna, 
I 22, Ayala Morcira, II7 123, quotation, 121 General David Toro m 
formed Ayala Xforeira Chat he saw a copy of this document, unsigned, 
in the General Staff Offices at the time The validity of the assertion 
IS uncertain 

25 Arze Quiroga, 1, 321 324 Diaz Arguedas, Los Elegtdos, 14. 19 
Tell your friends, the Paraguayans. ' Salamanca was once quoted as 
saying that the moment tsould be profitable to arrange the question, 
that today ive ash more than before and that later, sve svill ask more 
than today', Rivarola, II, 158 

26 Diaz Arguedas, Lot Elegtdos, 21, Como /«e derrocado el hombre 
slmbolo (La Paz, 1957), ii (Cued hereafter as El hombre timbofo ) 

27 Typical of these works are Eiio M A Colie. El drama del Para 
guay (Buenos Atrer. 1935), Roberto Henofosa, £l CdfiJor Sneadfftedo 
(Monterey, 1941) Tristan hfarof. La iragedia del Ahiplano (Buenos 
Aires, 1934) The best summary of legitimate economic factors is 
Ronald Stuart Kam, “Behind the Chaco War.*' Current History, XLIl, 
468-474 

28 See Justo Pastor Benftez, Esiigambia, El soldado del Chaco 2d 
edition (Buenos Aires, 1958) 47, 56 and Ayala hforeira, 93, 96 

29 Femindez. I, 77-82 Natalicio Olmedo, Pitiontufo (Asuncidn, 
1933), 1225, Estiganibia, 17 The Paraguayan 1st Division was ere 
ated in 1931 at Puerto Casado 

30 A clump of trees surrounded by open terrain was called an 
* island ' The term appears hereafter 

31 Arze Quiroga, 1. 246. 262. 283 286.289 291.346. 11. 254 

32 U S , Foreign Relations, 1932, V, 19 28, Li&ro Blanco No Agre 
sidn, 167 173, Bolivia, hfemona I9J-f, 60 

S3 Libro Blanco No Agresfdn, 175-177, U,S, Foreign Reiahons, 
1932, V, 29 31. Rivarola II 120121 Actually the Bolivian falsehood 
M'as univitting and based on Fenaranda’s falsely informing La Paz that 
Moscoso was on the west shore Salamanca held the army fully re- 
sponsible for misinforming him and prosoLing war. Arte Quiroga, I. 
346 

31 Ane Quiroga, I 293 309, Femindez. I, 83-86, Olmedo 28 50. 
Moscoso 61 71, Vergara Vicufia, I, 22 29, Ayala Moreira, 127 132 

35 Libro Blanco No Agresidn, 179 182, U S Foreign Relations, 
1932, V, 52-36. Bolivia, Afemoria J934. 65-67. New York Times. 20 
July 1932, 9. 21 July, 4, 23 July, 5 

36 Ane Quiroga, 1, 236 271 274.546 348 11,89 91,219-237.261 262. 






THE ISSUE MATURES [83] 

46 Kivarola, II, 148149 Estigarrtbia, 30 31, Elralm Cardozo, 
Tres heroes del Paraguay (Buenos Aures, 1952), unnumbered pages 
Pear was prevalent that Salamanca would fall and be succeeded by an 
intransigent military government if Bolivia were required to evacuate 
the fortines , Foreign Aelations, 1932, V, 164, 170, 227 In fact, 
the army was far more tractable toward Chaco settlement than the 
President 

47 Rjvarola, JI. 150-154, 167 170, 180-131, U Foreign Relations, 
1932. V. 67, 71 75, 157, 180, PolUtea ArgenUna, 1. 373. 376, 384 897, 
Bolivia, Memoria 1931, 180-182 

48 U S, Foreign Relations, 1932. V, 77-86 190 19I 191197, 
Rivarola, JI 155, Ltbro Blaneo No AgresiSn, 242253, Bolivia, Me 
morta 1931, 115 119 The Benitez observation was well founded In 
July the Altiplano General Staff considered 60 days necessary for 
mobilization 30 had now passed 
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»OQT3EB6n— THE FIRST FARACUATAN OFFElfSlVE [85) 

General Staff to defensive concepts, permitting the enemy to 
advance slowly m order to expose his weak commraunications 
to guerrilla and cavalry raids * 

General Rojas, Paraguayan Supreme Commander rvith Head- 
quarters at Asunci6n, advised Estigambia (31 July) that rem 
forcements were being dispatched Following the General Staffs 
concept he urged concentration for defense of the Mennonite 
colonies, intending to take a stand along the primary supply line, 
the Casado Railroad The 1st Division, with only 2.200 men, 
should not seek a decision against forces known to be superior 
A slow retreat could lore the enemy toward the nver where 
later he would be defeated 

Estigambia recognued the fallacy of conceding the Bolivians 
their banc objectives in the hope of defeating them later He 
surmised that the main Andean dnve would not be through 
Toledo and the colonies, but through Boquerdn to Isla Pof At 
the latter, renamed Villa Militar, he resolved to concentrate, re- 
gardless of Rojas’ wishes When La Pa 2 unwisely failed to con 
tinue the advance in August, a period of tacit truce set m which 
favored Paraguayan initiatite E^ti^rtibu believed the principle 
of reciprocal attraction of forces would enable him to draw the 
bulk of the Andean army to the sector of his choice and there 
annihilate it He realized that coinmunicatiom and the scarcity 
of ivatcr would be the major tactical factors in ihe Chaco The 
nearest place beyond Villa Militar where ivater ivas available in 
quantity tvas Arce the Bolivian fortin at the headwaten of the 
1^0 Verde, limit of the Hayes Aivaid Consequently, Estigambia 
resolved to smke the enemy, not at bis weakest, but at his strong 
est point BoqucrdnAtcc This rqected an advance through 
Toledo to Ballividn, the axis favored by Rojas However, by 
September the program advocated by Estigambia came to com 
cide with that of the General Staff and Supreme Commander, 
who had remained cautious until great strength had been 
accumulated * 

Esiigamhia revealed his intentions on 8 August, calling for 
simultaneous secondary attacks from Nanawa toward Agua Rica 
Murgula-Saavedra and. if possible, iti the north on Toledo Corra- 
les Unaware of the new road from Canaacho to Carandauf he 
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BOQOEndN— THE FIBST rAHACUAYAN OFFENSIVE { 89 J 

sustain military occupation oi the enure Chaco and dictate peace 
at Asuncidn The military hypothesis envisioned gaming the 
nver above Puerto Casado through a secondary attack on Bahia 
Ncgra by the 5th Division, Sihile the 3rd Division (3,000 men) 
took Olimpo and the 4lh and 7ih Divisions engaged the mam 
Guarani army in the Southeast Thus Paraguay, her right envci. 
oped strategically, could be forced to make peace * 

Operations Plan # S, allegedly prepared in April 1932 by G 3 
(Lieutenant Colonel Angel Rodrlgoei), had been rushed to 
Quintamlla by air on 17 August First outlining diplomatic 
considerations, the plan indicated that apparently the government 
contemplated total Chaco reintegration as lu political objective 
The military objective of the command, however, remained 
Ohmpo and the nver above The plan contained the vanant 
that Since the vital link up had not been completed, the Oriente 
and Southeast theatres would remain separate, becoming joint 
only when the 3rd Division started its march for Olimpo and 
the 4th Division took Isla Pot and Coronel Martinet The 7th 
Divuion would support the right flank by cleaning up the Pilco* 
mayo sector, svhile on the left the 5th Divuion svould attack 
Bahia Ncgra Everything possible should be done to assure 
the 3rd Division’s rapid build up for its important role • 

Fully elaborated, Plan #3 was a Schlieffenlike conception 
contemplating 10 000 men each at Boquerdn and Ingavi Para 
guay, upon attacking BoquenSn siould be pcrinitted to press the 
Bolivian nght ivestward as far as Dalliviin, ivhereupon the 3rd 
Division ivould break through from Ingavi to the river effecting 
a strategic envelopment A fair peace— a line from 10 kilometers 
above Ohmpo to Balliviin— could then be drawn Obviously such 
a settlement svould have given Daniel Salamanca apoplexy al 
though It was more icalisiic than hts own proposals In reality, 
however, Bolivia lacked the transport to implement either plan 
On 21 September, Salamanca replied to the General Staffs 
affirmations of 3b Atigasi fAvstniy stating that their purpose had 
been to protect the army from responsibility in case of defeat 
in the war Tacitly they assumed that the government, not the 
army, had provoked hostilities It had been necessary to force 
the Generals to take the reprisals the people justly demanded 
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BOQOE»6n-T 1IE FlBST PARAGUAYAN OFFENSIVE [91] 

which should further onenc 1 Corps Faced with the prospect of 
static defense, Quintanilla persisted m hts desire for Manawa a 
militanl}’ reasonable proposition which ivoold have further du 
rupted the Guarani first line of forttnes and secured the Andean 
right In answer to query whether he was capable of seizing Rojas 
Silva, he expressed confidence and a great desire for operations 
This move, splitting Nanawa from Villa >ftliiar, was finally 
authorued and announced on 8 September as a 'reprisal' for 
Huijay 


BoguertJn 

The response of Paraguay had been slow and deliberate, await* 
»ng mobilization of the ' organic, logistic and combauve capacity 
of an army worthy of the name* Diplomatic pressure of the 
Neutrals tacitly helped her by gaining a halt to the hasty, emo* 
tional responses of the Salamanca government Mad Bolivia eon 
ducted general mobilization during August and struck promptly, 
she would likely have attained the river and svon the war Instead 
she remained passive, mobilizing tn dribbles this enabled Para 
guay to bring to bear her decisive advantage in spec, and to 
achieve earlier concentration of numencally superior forces. Their 
timely employment by Estigambia was deslined to prevent Bo- 
livian concentration and gam a supreme moral triumph ** 

By 7 September 1932 Paraguay had massed her rapidly mobi 
lized green army at Villa Miliur, with smaller nuclei at Bahia 
Negra and Nanawa Ready for the offensive was the 1st Division 
(2nd and 4th Infantry 2nd Artillery, 2nd Cavalry, and 1st Engt 
neer Battalion) with a strength of 3 831 and the 2nd Division 
(1st and 3nl Infamryand 1st Artillery) tota]ing366S AtNanaua 
a small detachment was formed around the 4ih Cavalry while 
at Bahia Negra the Srd Division m formation (5th Infantry, 
marine and cavalry detachments and the 3rd and 5th Artillery) 
numbered about 2 000 Each infantry r^menc totaled 1,300 to 
1,600 men, and cavalry regiments were 800 to 900 This repre* 
sented only levels for the initial phase of roobiluation, but the 
full strength of 2 517 and 967 men respectively svas never to be 
attained These forces were equipped with 21,363 nn« and car 


sildiliomi of the arms sierc 

'^mcl.oXr“rA|,h“'‘5'’ '‘‘^ ‘”' °"'"™ »' 

"™ l-^d 00. bVn, “ '?’■*''' ■o*.rno," /""^"'"SN»oo,«. 

'“"■opo-oo of ,Co ond af™ c' ooocro.m. 

f''y-No„o.be.ass I o"' oo„,i,f''™"°. P'™tool 

S'P.eoibtr. Tb, SJ ’’“d apn„„,„ '"S'nu amvd almost 

'»0.OOOM,a,„;7fJ"'«. T"' oooi amvT;'‘’"’f ^“'o™ 

^oly oumora^, to', oL?t''"' S”". aod ao.oma, ’”;'"'”' 
anns had not vf. ■ aniii^ ^ and a 

P««»od a TanTr""'”' ■'" 1”"”, S?,' vSm 

aldiough poorl*^^ oxoeHen.Jv^'^ ojonaw, but 

Logijtiaii- Paratn. ‘hroughout 

5®'«'nunicaUon, ''•*“* h«- ahoner r 

tSS'*’ ■f'^oa«r" “ ao"ad^' 

‘■'lomctm into ibfcr™"’' °" Casado ,’™'^ P““o> 
ferity a. Purr,o 4^5*<>- H„ vm^s "" '» 

From 

Bol.vra had „„ ,. . f».oro of tho 

from «n S^', ^ n«t of barges 

■«555?HS-gi;s= 



BOQUEb6n-TI 1E riBST rABACtJAYAN DEFENSIVE [93] 

desired uul.Eit.on Poorly suppl.rf Bol.vE.n .r»ps svalkcd to the 
Chaco and olten deserted en route erosstiis the 
l.vta had altrays relied on local purchase acntsi that ‘l™” " 
Atvenima to supply the Army oE the Southeast and purchases tn 

eSumbi Brazil to sustain the Army ol the Onenie 

Pataguapn products were commonly sold by st^t at M™oz 
including AlEonso XIll cigarettes with the words contribute 

to the National DeEenie stamped on ea* ,c, 

On 7 September the Pamguapn ' fn- 
Irom Isla Pol optimistic trom commander to lowest rt^it ^ 
the invader would abandon Boquerdn with little a”' ^he 

ncEt day Major Carlos Fernlndez 1st Division 
the 3rd inlantry ^ 

ihet^r Estiprrihia inuM 

turning Boquerdn on * „,dered an energetic 

security was obtained Fernindei Ihtneu^n 

putsuil <“'«'>> At« “ Y ^ ^ nemng gamton 

toad to Yuera ^ujra or Jujm) P I»^ ^ eecollect.ons 

Completely lackmg m p p, ihe fomcr commander of 

o£ Li^anant paragoayan oEi.cer. tva. Ea.lure 

Boquerdn A gro enemy positions Fem4ndei and the 

reJmerna^comLnden simply rode fonvaxd and scanned the 
teimm from "'““P’ Boh™ had carefully prepared 

,h Set oE Boquerl Since m.dAugusr the gairnon had 
d.lmtn.ly construe.^ field EomEicanon, under direction of Major 
dihgen y student of French defensive doctrine Perhaps 

Germin ^ balance by the ambush of SI July the 

throivn psy ^ jo adopt a defensive approach Trenches pro- 
S^rby " So UyUen along the edge of svoods Con 
cealed machine gun nests rested on platforms in trees A vital 
wd-U of water had been dug Lieutenant Colonel Manana one 
of Bolivia s finest jefes^* commanded 28 officers and 683 men 
equipped with 13 machine guns 27 automatic rifles 3 pieces of 
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boqoer6n-the first pahacuatan offensive [07] 

came out on patrol supporting PefiaTanda’s detachment, and was 
killed The latter unit was employed m three small columns, two 
of which moved from Ramirez and Lara, while Moscoso advanced 
from Yucia with 100 men Although involving 2,700 men and 
tank support, all these scattered endeavors failed owing to lack 
of coordination and vigor Pena advised Quintanilla on 16 Septem 
her that the /ortfn had no food or ammunition and xecommcnded 
retreat to defensive positions at Arce with screening forces on a 
line from Castillo to Yucra A diplomatic effort should be made 
to ‘ save the Marzana detachment and to complete our prepara- 
tion 

Having withstood the iveak relief efforts, the Guarani command 
resolved to launch a fresh frontal atuck on BoquertSn The 2nd 
Division under Major Gaudioso Nufiez had taken over the svestcm 
portion of the perimeter, and the 6th Boquerdn*’ Infantry had 
also come up The latter, reinforced to 1,800 men, was staffed by 
cadets and faculty of the Escuela Militar and led by Major Arturo 
Bray, a scholarly and brilliant officer with exceptional command 
ability, who had fought with the British m the World War Total 
forces of 7,565 were available with artillery, the decisive Stokes- 
Brandt mortars, and the Ait Group (punuit squadron and tecon 
naissance bomber squadron) under Lieutenant Colonel Almon 
acid, an Argentine air veteran of the war in France ** 

Inside iheforlln amessage wasTeceiicdby airon 11 September 
from Salamanca proclaiming ‘ on Boquerdn depends the destiny 
of our Chaco ” Unfonunately. Pena had not brought Boquerdn's 
stores up to the 30-day level commonly maintained in Bolivian 
/oTtmes The besiegcd-Indians from all paru of Bolivia— were 
good sober soldiers, but long sleepless ni^ts had undermined 
their stamina Mariana toured the positions daily, encouraging 
his officers and men to comply with their ‘destiny of suying 
inside the fortin On 16 September he issued a stirring proclama 
tion appealing to their patriotism ** 

While the battle raged the Neutrals continued elforts to cur 
tail the expanding hostilities On 10 September they called for 
immediate cease fire and definiine arbittabcm Both belligerents 
replied favorably Paraguay, however, mdicaiing that she would 
require security guarantCK Consequently, motimted by intense 
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BDQUXa6N-THE PIBST PABAGUAYAN OFPEMSIVE [101] 

Since the Buenos Aires Conference, because it included territory 
she considered indisputably Bolivian •• 

Paraguay suffered 1,513 casualties at Boquerdn. plus evacuated 
sick, and missing probably totaling over 2,000 Her 1st and 2nd 
Divisions now had only 3,390, less than half the number who had 
so gaily begun the battle Reinforcement, however, had actually 
increased total strength at Boquerdn to 8 390 by 26 September 
Following an artillery barrage (24 guns and il mortars) the 
troops charged and, to their surpnse, were met by undimmished 
enemy fire, primarily because the artillery had not been conceit 
trated The noose tightened to within 50 meters, but Boquerdn 
held out and even regained some lost positions in a night counter 
attack Although Paraguayan infantry began to rounnur against 
stenie frontal attacks, these uictia continued for tno days, the 
g?lUnt defenden remained unsubdued ” 

A Council of Generals convened on 27 September at Mu6oz 
attended by Osono, Quintanilla, Julio Sanjin4s (Commanding 
General of the Communication Zone) , and the former Presidents, 
Generals Monies and Blanco Galindo Grandly they resolved to 
hold BoquenSn ten more days, using two Junker in motors for 
air resupply, meanwhile gaming time for a possible diplomatic 
solution leaving the forlin in Andean hands Fresh troops called 
Up on 24 September would be brought to break the siege From 
an aircraft, Montes and Osono dropped this decision to the be- 
sieged on 28 September, a noble but very empty gesture for the 
aged and respected Montes ** 

The following morning Paraguay prepared to resume the at 
tack, but Mariana’s brave Bolmam had resolved the previous 
night to capitulate ^Vhite flags blossomed all around the per 
imeter Guarani soldiers leaped fetoaously across no-man’s land. 
Only to extend their hands in brotherly greeting when they saw 
the emaciated, suffering men in the trenches They offered their 
food and medical kits to the vanquished, as all alike fnternized 
m extreme joy that the bloody battle of Doquerdn was ended 
Lieutenant Colonel Manuel Mariana sunendered but 240 able- 
bodied men!** 

Doquer6n iN’as the first decisis e battle of the Chaco ^V’ar, giving 
Paraguay an enormous psychological advantage The vanquish 
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BOQUEB6n— THE FIRST PARAGUAYAN OFFENSIVE [103] 

Salamanca, since the beginning of the penetration plan, had ex 
ercised an increasingly penonal inflacnce on military decisions 
The constitution provided the President with the archaic post 
of wartime Captain General, but to assume this role he was ex 
pected to entrust the government to the Vice-President and place 
himself at the head of the field army Daniel Salamanca had no 
knowledge of military matters, and wuely rejected the latter 
coune yet, although abjectly ignorant of tactic^ considerations, 
he sought to direct operations 

The manifest ineptness of the Quintanilla command convinced 
Salamanca of his obligation to intervene, and Osono's subordi 
nation of General Staff functions to the President provided him 
an unlimited field of action With the exception of Generals 
Osorio and Lama and Colonels Pena and Femifmo, the President 
had a general contempt for the military leaders, whom he regarded 
—rightly in many cases— as a privileged, undisaplined caste in 
competent for war He viewed their demands for ivar necessities 
with a peacetime eye to the country s immedute ability to pay, 
and overlooked the fact that the Bolivian Army had always been 
primarily a political, not a military instrument ** 

^Vhen news of Boquerdn belatedly circulated m La Far, the 
populace demonstrated against the government and command 
calling loudly for the return of General Hans Kundt To the 
people's just discontent, Salamanca sacrificed Osono, assigning 
him as Commanding General of the Second Army Corps (II 
Corps) created from the 3rd and 5th Divisions General Josi 
Leonardo Lanza ivas summoned to La Paz as interim Chief of 
the General Staff, pending the arrival of Kundt, whose recall was 
voted 30 to 26 m a stormy secret session of Congress \Vhcn no- 
tified Quintanilla retorted that neither Kundt nor anyone else 
could compensate for lack of troops, arms, munitions, transport, 
and general organization Kundt's recall expressed lack of confi 
dence in the national command, he lamented, echoing those ivho 
felt reliance on a mercenary leader indicated (cottealy) that 
Bolivia ivas a people disorganized!** 

Quintanilla's Chief of Staff was Lieutenant Colonel David Toro, 
a leader among the "political ' officers an opportunist, and an 
allegedly brilliant but corrupt rogue who had been exiled (along 



•■"h claSS"''- “ » sunri^r "“"'"i i> liiL 'P’' "''''”>"S6 

feiL i ?”' 'tal U., ,‘„®'>''"*“l>onlta,ji ’“PP°". 11.= I 

"'.‘'.out p,? ''>' "llarely “1™? 

hasty oft£, ^*‘’'“*'00. Safam..^ ***^®®»’eninienf r 

“iiunitd d- i^oin«(' ^^figed the ^‘^ipi'i.g war 

'™'1M cor„r P"''''y I.V rJr '■' wptmr „r .f “'*1.1 bad 
bounced..* *° leeosniae f^iorio. The aniT 

fPOccpb,, ' °“"°' '*' ■'”™”°"'""' 

ibe".?" ~e~ 

"^■i‘=S;;sS;=^£.r5s; 

SS|>5£S- le^b. 

of her vZ foIW paS! ^ «Hmate 

°'^y ivith ex,^ ^"nifed //nan ■ f ^^“*«ous pohw /lad 

S^SSS^SSS 


p, °" « 0«ober. p,„ ^''“‘Wy «v^°' “f''*'' 

o^enjive Sf,« "‘omen, d ^ °'er Neu,^,^ " ""e 


s5=»“S5SS-S5£5S 

■“Per.o;. b*"”=- '■o-.venT"' '« ‘’^'n rT'i'-^ 





[ 106 ] 

uniB ,o,i^">' "PPIW. 

“ra. on);:^ • ^"<1 35 b, ^"'"""'fned "“ 

°r-- 

"■"M-OjIliriJ"'' ta a>e of '““« Top 5^"“"' """> » 

.■s£c„r|f "■ • • 


/iff <f^f«nsff^ ^ 

“"'r obt”-"' ''■■< Bfar'" •'^p'"j 4:- “?■"»« - 

guav ’’ h Qf n ,. . “ft to direrr « *tn/itary rjooef 

“St 

'Sttj;°''R"''p„;" trr,',rrSt 

3nd save f,;, ^ ° ' ^tdt. ffnahi- ** overl iWth 

■'bhuau, '?S'"‘^‘’ “* '■'“««* to btfo?' 

^ ^n-iitinda cour^ * contact 

P ‘O restore the 



BOQVEb6n-T 1IE PlItST PARACUAYAK OFFENSIVE [107 J 

Spirit oE his defeated 4th Division He had planned to retreat his 
loyal forces to Fortin Femindez but Guaranf patrols cut the road 
obliging all to move southward After ordering food prepared 
he convened the officers challenged their patriotism and an 
nounced his determination to die rather than return in shame to 
the Altiplano. Who will accompany me? One step forwardJ 
Adjutant tabc note! Eighteen volunteered then othen seeing 
the aide smting names also came raising the total number to 
seventy two The commander thereupon formed the troops di 
rected the bands to play the national anthem and gave a sttmng 
address Only 300 responded making a total along with the loyal 
regtmenu of but ] 003 men willing to fight! I mshed to execute 
the traiton on the spot Penaranda later wrote but with a 
handful against 3 000 determined armed men it ivas not pos 
sible ®* 

hfeanwhile {12 October) the Neutrals proposed that the be! 
ligerents sign an accord providing for separation of troops de 
mobiliration and reductions in force United Sutes Minuter 
Feely repotted from La Paz that General Montes upon his retum 
from the Chaco had told Congress m a secret session that the 
country was entirely unprepared for war and that her Chaco 
army was in appalling condition From this the Minister concluded 
that the Altiplano would welcome a coerced peace to extricate it 
from difficulties although official protests would be vehement ** 

Saavedra Lamas probably working to restore Argentina s inter 
national prestige in order to further the domestic position of the 
Justo government grew increasingly aaivc in his efforts to assert 
BuenosAires priontyofactioniniheChacoquestion Submitting 
a sharp blow to the wallowing Neutrals Argentina advised (18 
OctobCT) that she ivould rot support any action beyond mere 
good offices and moral influence At the same time Saavedra 
Lamas was urging Paraguay to sever connections with the Neutrals 
Success for any fresh effort liy Buenos Aires was dimmed how 
ever dy tviiAay’ Jlalvnnr aillgmuiir siVummig" jJxnir 

the equipment debajo del poncho which Rivarola had obtained 
from the Argentine arsenals President Ayala scornfully dismissed 
these charges saying that Bolivia unwilhng to admit her despised 
opponent was belter armed sought to blame defeats on the m 
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Thtf same day Wheeler reported from Asuncidn that popular 
demand was very strong for breaking off with the Neutrals 

Ayala has been hampering military advances so far as he is able, 
aware that the more reverses Bolivia suffers the more difficult 
It will be for her to recede from her position but thu Goiem 
ment has reached the point where it must either negotiate or go 
forward 

The Argentine Minuter reported that war fever tvas high in Para 
guay Since eierything focused on war all enteipnses except agri 
culture had halted Victory had so exalted the army that no 
government could oppose its bellicose propositions Feely advued 
from La Paz that a March offensive was being planned but, con 
sidering finances he could not see hoiv the present Andean army 
could be maintained so long “ 

GuilUn informed Salamanca that 1 Corps lacked everything " 
Argentina had dosed the Pilcomayo before adequate supplies had 
been obtained for the rainy season There was a shortage of trucks, 
and the human element-poorly trained, demoralized incompe* 
tently-officered reservisis-was not combat ssorthy Salamanca 
replied that an honorable peace could not be obtained at the 
moment He charged poor morale to fundamental military errors 
at Boquer6n and Quintanilla's treason before the enemy CuilHn 
responded that there ivas no grave lack of discipline in I Corps 
and Temforcements would improve the sombre situation *• 
Estigarribia had been concerned for some time for his right Al 
though Toledo had been recaptured (27 September), he feared 
Lanza ivould bnng the 5rd Division down from the north and 
pounce upon the exposed Paraguayan flank Unatvare at the time 
of the road between Camacho and Carandaitl, he resolved to 
take Platanillos secure his right and cut off all Andean forces 
between Pitiantuta and Jayucubis. Althou^ he estimated these 
at about 1 000 they were actually very few the Ist * Colorado ’ 
Infantry with a mere 342 men! An additional purpose ivas to 
confuse the enemy as to the line of advance of Estigambias pnn 
cipal mass All available trucks (44) were mustered, and on 6 
November the Paraguayan 1st Division aptured Platanillos The 
Ist Cavalry, moving west from Toledo on a converging axis com 
pleied the mopping up of Loa Conales. Bolivar, and Jayucubis 
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pushed a cavalry patrol across Kilometer 22 of the Alihuati Saave 
dra road on 24 October, deciding Peiiaranda to abandon the 
former Lieutenant Colonel Luts Irrazibal, commanding at Na 
naiva, thereupon recommended a prompt, concerted drive on 
Saavedra, butEstigambia was already committed to the Platanillos 
operation and therefore declined to use his strategic reserve, 
the 4th Division, at Arce As a result, the slow advance of the 2nd 
Division gave Bilbao time to prepare his defenses ** 

Lieutenant Colonel Feminder, the 1st Divisions able com 
mander, proposed to stnke directly at Munoz from Platanillos 
and destroy the Andean army by strategically enveloping the Bo- 
livian 4th and 7th Divisions Guillen greatly feared such a man 
euver, advising La Faz that in us way stood only a few demoralized 
troops at Pucsto Moreno Since hfunoi was untenable, retreat 
would be necessary to BalliviAn Although Femindez plan would 
therefore doubtless have succeeded, it svas unwise in ^e light of 
as-ailable intelligence and transport and Esugambu refused He 
ordered the 1st Division back to Arce for much needed rest and 
rehabilitation, having decided to reconcentrate his forces for a 
frontal approach to what he now considered the mam Bolivian 
threat Saavedra.** 

The 3rd Comics Infantry, after a cautious advance, pushed 
back Bilbao s outposts at Kilometer 12 on the afternoon of 6 
November and, confidence high mounted an attack the following 
day Bilbao s forces withstood their test A netv effort to envelop 
the Bolivian right on the eighth was frustrated by Andean ar 
tillery The following day the attackers were reinforced with the 
1st Infantry Bilbao wished to counterattack but GuilHn with 
held approval until reinforcements arrived on 10 November, 
giving the 4th Division 3 500 men with 6 aircraft for close support 
\Vhen the Andeam attempted to turn the enemy right, they en 
countered the newly arrived Ouaranf 2nd Infantry, and were 
halted m bloody fighting Bilbao captured numerous arms but 
suffered S17 casualties against 139 for Paraguay He wished to 
launch new attacks but Guillen refused giving the Gu:innf time 
to dig m and relieve exhausted troops Nevertheless for Bolivia 
10 November 1932 ivas a memorable and victorious day, because 
the Paraguayan threat ivas temporarily neutralized and the front 
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The night of 30 November the 1st Division moved out Unfor* 
tunately, the guides failed to arrive, some units reported late, 
thorny bushes impeded progress, and the wn became disoriented 
while hacking its way through an island of trees Decisively. Para 
guayan knowledge of the terrain was deficient, the Kfufioz toad 
had been confused VMth that to Puesto Sosa *• 

^Vhcn dawn came, remdndez turned his 3,700 men southeast, 
realizing that discovery was imminent and hoping at least to take 
Kilometer 7 from the rear Instead, artillery which Bilbao had 
sagaciously placed on the Bolivian left at Puesto ^fontano ended 
the Paraguayan maneuver The Andeans. having anticipated the 
Guarani move for two weeks, had reinforced their flank Femin 
dez asked aerial reconnaissance, but the lone Paraguayan Potez 
was shot down by the dominant Bolivun Air Forte Fresh assaults 
on 7 December failed, as did a Sih Division attack on Cuatro 
Vtentos Peflaranda (who had reassumed command of the Andean 
4ih Division on 29 November) employed strong air support and 
the Tank Group, and contemplated a flanking movement of his 
own to cut off the Paraguayan I Corps from Alihuati Funous 
Guarani atucks, lack of troops and profuse rams conspired, how* 
ever, to prevent broad Bolivian maneuvers’* 

At Platanillos the Bolivian 8th Dmiion (General Julio San 
yin^s) moved up on 12 December and attacked the next day 
Estigambia, well informed of the enemy intentions, had gam* 
soned the forUn with his 1st Cavalry (about 700) and ordered 
firm defense However, when the 2000 Bolivians struck, the Srd 
squadron deserted its posittom thus admitting the assailant to 
the forifn Defense collapsed, although the commander reorganized 
on the Femindez toad As Sanjin^ had in fact endeavored to 
surround the garrison, its flight perhaps saved it from total des 
truction ” 

In view of the extreme battle fatigue and illness prevalent in 
his poorly fed army, the aggravation of logistic difficulties by the 
torrential rams, the uselessness of funher frontal attacks against 
the now firm Bolivian 4ih Divuion defenses and the renewed 
t5hem*itrjh»'jTgth*tJiO«d dy',&qiirtS- autteas-rfi'/’Koainilfn- ^tT 
gambia bowed to the inevitable and ofljcially determined on 
14 December to revert to the defensive Major Caballero IraU's 
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cution of the peace One hundred Paraguayans would police the 
Chaco east of the Polimn withdnft'a! line and 60^ 15', one 
hundred Bolivians would police west of CO* 15' and beyond the 
line Negotiations for arbitniion vroutd begin 15 days after rat 
ification and, if unsuccessful within 3 months, experts named by 
the American Geographic Society, Royal Geographic Society, and 
Sociedad Gcogrifica de Madrid would 'define the area of the 
Chaco.” which ssould then be submitted to arbitration^* 

In preliminary soundings, it was palpably evident that Ayala 
could not accept a proposal svhich leR half the Chaco in Andean 
control svhile his osvn victonom army withdrew to the Rio Para* 
guay The success of Esiigambia s concept, defense inland, had 
forever obviated Paraguayan willingness to arbitrate more than 
the boundary or to withdraw an inch so long as Bolivians re* 
raained in the Chaco The Neutral plan Asuncidn felt, left Bo- 
lim tn an advantageous strategic position to reorgantre for a 
fresh dnve From experience sLeptical of Neutral ability to re* 
strain La Par. whose honesty and good intentions svere equally 
suspect, Paraguay reposed her confidence in a victorious, albeit 
halted, army The Neutral line was approximately the retreat 
line proposed by Colonel Rivera from which Bolivia planned to 
launch a new offeruive It did not gam svhat Paraguay had always 
and consistently desired— Bolivian withdrawal behind the 1907 
status quo line— and left the policing of the western end of the 
Hayes Zone (as Asuncion interpreted ii) to Bolivia ’• 

Feely had informed Siimson that Bolivian acceptance of the 
line was at best ‘ a remote possibility,' but delimitation of the 
Chaco by experts would be wholly uiucceptable. as it svas in 
compatible with the Bolivian insistence on a previously defined 
arbitration zone La Pai intimated she might be willing to go 
bach 45 years and resurrect the Aceval Tamayo treatyP* 

Although the Neutral proposal was svholeheartedly supported 
by nineteen American republics Paraguay remained determinedly 
opposed ^Vlthd^awmg from Washington Soler suted that the 
Neutrals had been impotent to contain Bolivian aggression Con 
sequcnily, Paraguay had been obliged to launch an offensive and 
expel the invader from her fortmes, removing his threat to her 
civilian Chaco enterprises She could not accept any truce which 
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cally individualistic peoples in the vtorld Tlie incomparable military 
genius of the Chaco \Var, he was Paraguay t greatest soldier. Sec 
Efralm Cardoio, Tres Hiroet, Jusio Pastor Senltez, Esitgarrtbia El 
soldado del Chaco, 1st ed (Buenos Aires, 194S), IMl, 2d ed (1958), 
SW5 

2 J B Ayala, 5M9. 71 72 

S Estigambia, 2328, Femdndci. I, III. J B Ayala, 97 100. 107- 
no, Benitez, Esttgambta, 1st ed, d9-50 

4 Estigambia. 29. 3233. Fcmindez. 1, 41, 110, J B Ayala, 63, 
Rios, 239 

5 Estigambia, 34 35, cjuotaiion, 36, J B Ayala, 76, Fernindez, 1, 
lOO-lOl, Florentln, Boquerdn, 151 153 

6 Estigambia. 37 39, quotation, 37, 39 

7 /6«d, 40-41 

8 Aric Quiroga, 1, 333 541. Vergara Vicufia, 11, 21 54, Rodriguez’ 
text of this document (41 55) says 12,000 men for the 3rd Division 
Ayala Moreira (142), who was m <>-2 at the time, says Plan 4 i did nof 
exist in the General Stttt umif August Implicitly, therefore, i( was 
only prepared for use against Salasnanca m case of defeat 

9 RodWguer, 6871, Toro, 19, Vergara Vjcufia, II, 4750 Angel 
Rodriguez was a former professor of topography at the Colegio Mihear, 
and military attache to Brazil He had been a Lieutenant Colonel since 
1923, when he was 24 yean of age, Diaz Arguedas, El hombte itmbolo, 
332 333 

10 Rodriguez, 80-81, 99 100 Vergara Vicuila, II, 2 7. Lack of roads 
rendered Salamanca s strategy ndiculous, J B Ayala. 70 

11 Arae Quiroga, 1, 343351. Rodriguez. 78. Vergara Vjcuila, II, 39, 
51, 55 56 Ovidio Unosie, Lo Encrvctjada, 4 13 Salamanca* atiilude 
was that once a place was occupied it must never be relinquished 
Loss of FiUaniuia (and later lluijay) convinced him that the com 
mand and General Staff were incompetent. 

12 Ayala Moreira, 46, 138139 Moscoso, 101, Rios, 14 16 Mayor 
Alberto Taborga T , Boguerdtt (La Par, 1956). 23, Arze Quiroga, II, 
235 Mew Fork Timer. 8 August 1952. 9, Rodriguez, J5, 19 20. J B 
Ayala, 32 Vergara Vicuna, Bernardino Bilbao Jiioja (La Paz, 1948), 
200 201, 205, Urioste, Ett Fnerurijada, 50, Lieutenant Colonel Julio 
C Guerrero, La guerra en el Chaco (Lima. 1934), 71 

13 Ane Quiroga II 97105 157, Fernindez, I, 108119 Vergara 
Vicuna. 1, 103 105, 115122, 156, 150-161, 166. 168. and II, 7178. 
PoKtica Argentina, I, 408 Partej del conduclor, 10 12 Diaz Arguedas, 
El hombre Jifnftofo, 15, 24 25 Los £fegidoj, 51 54, Urioste, Ea Encruci 
fada, 24 Ayala Aforeira, H9 ISO 

14 Vergara Vicuna, I, 143 145 Guerrero, 115 116 

15 Ferninder, I, 100, 115 Colonel Enrique Vidaurrc, El material 
de guerra en la campaha del Chaco (La Paa, 1942), 3, Conzilez, 17, 
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19 The term jefe, used hereafter, refers to a field grade officer 

20 Arre Quiroga, II, 10, Vergara Vicu^. I, 103, Rioj, 249-250, 
Feminder, I, 126-128. Taborga. 25, 30. Ikfoscoso, 84 

21 Estigairibia, 48, Femfndez, I, 129 143, Taborga, 31 S3, Rios, 
251 253, FlorenUn, Boquer6n, 24. 164. 169 170, 179 IS6 

22 Fcrninde*, I, 170, Florentfn. Boquerdn, 161, Rios, 267, Goiui- 
lez, 5S, Delgado. 1, 14 

23 Caballero Irala, 22, Fernfndez, 1, 136, 144 149. Rios, 123, 
Estigambia, 44, Partes del tonductor, 14 Cavalry quickly proved im 
practicable in quantity During Boquerdn thousands of fine, irreplace- 
able mounts perished, and thereafter most of the cavalry on both sides 
fought on foot, Rios, 275278. Floreniin, Boquerdn, 240, Captain F4 
mundo Nogales Ortjs. Nueiln cabolleria ett h Guerra del Chaco (La 
Par. 1958), 11 

24 Uitares was Bolivia's foremost Chaco explorer, a fearless little 
man who roamed far and wide, becoming intimately familiar with 
the Chaco He was feared by the Paraguayans, and his loss early m the 
war was an enormous setback for his country Feminder, 1, 175 

25 Arte Quiroga, If, 157 147, 220, Estiganibia, 45, Flotentfn, Bo- 
querdn. 188. 201. Vergara Vtcufta. 1. 194 198. 216-220, 2Sl 274. II. 92 95, 
OVIO?, Diaz Arguedas, Los Elegidos, 102, Partes del conductor, 15 16. 
Moscoso, 81 82, 9093, Ayala Moreira. 159, Fernindet, I, 150-184, 201* 
201 Manchego was killed m Boquer6n and buried m the same grave 
With the Paraguayan officer who had captured him at Vanguardia 
The latter, morully wounded, had been recovered by Bolivians from 
the battlefield On 12 September, Rivarola (II, 241) reported four 
camouflaged tanks had passed through Villa Montes 

26 reminder, 1, 177, 185-198, Aponte B , Cincuenla afios, 123, 157, 
214, Delgado 1, 21, Florenlln, Doquerdn, 210, Oliver, 22, 52, 90, 
A'rti; YorM Times, 31 July 1932, 7 

27 Taborga, 55-55, Feminilei. I. 199-200. Arre Quiroga, If, 107. 
hfoscoTO, 150, Vergara Vicuila. II, W 

28 Z.i5ro Slaneo lYo Apesidn, 254 261, Bolivia, dfemona 19)1, 
120-123, PoUtica Argentina, 1, 411-414, U 5, Foreign Helattons, 1932. 
V, 86-89 Upon (he inauguration of Ayala, the intransigent Dr 
Cerdnimo Zubirarreta became chairman of the National Boundary 
Commission, which was not merely the center for title study and case 
preparation, but also the "drive motor of the diplomatic battle " No 
relaxation in Ciuranf demands could be expected. Cardozo, Tree 
hlroet The Chaco question had absorbed the attention of the coun 
trj'i best minds for 30 yean it would continue to do so for a few more. 
Benlter, Estigambia, lit ed., 43, 2d ed , 26. 100 

29 Ane Quiroga, It. 6. 106 109-112, 239. 270. Moscoso, 135 
Urioste. La Pragua. 170. Vergara VicutSa, I. 271 276, If. 109 





B0QUC]i6n-TJIE riRST FARACUATAN OFFEVSIVS 

official rccordj, »3js there t»ere 24 olfitm and 820 men Tliu may 
refer, however, to the entire battle and not simply to hfarzanas 
garrison 

40 Esiigarribia, 48, FcrrUndei. 1, 522, Moscow, 143. Florentln, Do- 
querdn, 21, J B Ayala. 33-34, Gonrilez, 61, Urjojie, La Frogua, 
314. Nev> York Timer, SO September 1952, 1, Delgado, I, 9, Nogales 
Onii, 95, Major Hugo Ren4 To!, La campatln d<l Chaco (La Par, 
1945). 27 

41 Perndnder, I, 325 32G Rodriguez, 73, Guerrero, 121 

42 Fernindez, !, 32C II, 16, 37, Vergara Vtcufla, 11, 456, Ayala 
Moreira, 169 Bolivian I Corps strength is from the latter, who was 
at this time Corps G-3 but with the addition of 2.000 corps reserves 
listed by Femdndez 

45 Rodriguez, 12 Azie Quiroga, 11. 272275, Urioste, La Kncruci 
jada 104 

44 Arze Qmroga, 11. 118 246 247. Diaz Arguedai, Los Ele^idos, 
215-216, El hombre slmboto, 3339 Kundt's recall was (avor^ by 
Bautista Saavedras Republican Socialist gumutoi The Liberals, led 
by General Montet, and including Vice President Tejada Sorzano 
and Diez d« Medina, were more paofic. Rivarola, II, 245 

45 Arze Quiroga II, 248, 257259, Taborga, 22. Moscoso, 144 145, 
Vergara VicuAa, 1. 425, 445444, Fernindez, It. 18 19, Dlat Arguedas, 
El hombre slmbolo, 31 33 Urioste, La Fragua, 129, Ayala Moreira 
(175 17S) stresses that the 1 Corps protest was e^enually against the 
recall of Kundt. 

46 Arte Quiroga, II, 222. 249 255. Vergara Vicufta. I. 452-459, 
Diaz Arguedas, El hombre slmbolo, 3336 Upon reaching La Par, 
Quintanilla was imprisoned for two years (p 319) The crisis m the 
Bolivian command was faithfully and immMiately reported to Asun 
cidn by Rivarola, whose intelligence sysiem ivaa excellent, Rivarola, 
II. 203 

47 Gonillez 67, Estigambia, 49. Rivarola, If, 223, Florentln, Bo- 
querdn, 25 Fernandez, 1, 323 325, JI. 3556, Vergara Vicuna, Bilbao, 
234 

Ayala personally promoted Estigambia 4 October Other major 
commanders also were advanced, Benliez, Estigambia, 1st ed, 82. 
Delgado, I, 16 

48 U S. Foreign ReloMtis, 1932, V, 100102, £.i6to fifonco No 
AgresiSn, 287 Note that the Bolivian army had located San Ignacio 
de ZaxQucDs southernmost ChiquitM mission, at only 20^ south 

49 Fernindez, II, 3G 37, 4046 49 SO 55 59 Delgado I. 25 27. 195 
191. Arze Quiroga, II. 117 118, Vergara Vicuna. 1,435-436, 440 II, 174 
189 194, 204, quotation, 202, Caballero Irala. 33, Diaz Arguedas Los 
Elegidas. 137 144 

General Manuel Rojas, the forgotten Paraguayan Supreme Com 





» ' 


4? ‘"’4^ »f J^- A"-’ j>S'''^i g’-SSo 


< d5"^. ■ 

"C 


.^fe, 


(Pa ^ j> -' 

* <§ Ik 

-S' 

J^aii^/- •' Ofo 9, V^ ‘’^U0 Utm 

Ji'j;5?i* ji”* 

i!k>.fi&i 


"4^^' V”' 


'S/i s7>-n,, ^“'’"■'.S‘4V '"‘'■"‘’4'J 


a ^ A/ 





5,0535. 5,9.55, 

c. y. water waj inaden.,,,! ._ f '«“« 


^42-J«. a "'onto. A'o ^ and bad. and 

' H u '?f 2;rxr^ '"7- 


V. ,sS» »i'2«f‘^ j, 

y« rL-.'^<^ften P^!..- Mdiv 


woufd be r 

?S. 'bid Sri'^" ',«,5,,'<,„ ,„„ ' hckinj; 

218 220. “ ^^S^ntina. l, 452^^^. - nehthm. 

• foreign fiflaiiont, I932, V, 



PIV£ 

- ?v.r- s '“ •*' 

|™J'^><ti Al,|,„,y on 8 Dw'nST'"'"' *>)■ a j 
^^^tani/Jos to r ^ *"^neuver to **' ‘'fd i/- > at 

‘Simcz'-^=-ys 

£=rS=juiE.5=a:*i‘a 



[ 126 J 

"”'• '■"'""iiaidj h. '■“f •'hen 

II Com, J' '’"'«'<I mra, , '“'■cd d,o Cm. 

^“‘IWn Wonm rlut'T "" “"any louani p, but di. 

‘° improve pojif,7„ 7counfJ,*^ J Corps 

'■■•■-s 

SV T""**' bad conlf ?'"8 bi, adbST '*^'‘"8^ “>' »ar 

,^“:s52B£S5;i 

S5^Si^5= 

” ‘“li at I,h p„, to" “.of, , 

"b lb' ■aitablishn.ont 



"■'’'AWa-tiij , 

3 second ann "'■^fivsive 

°NcS.”a f '■'“oe Chief 

«2”r,h h“'' 

;» enhance'^, /■' “'nplcie conf.^”' supposed Ltr"' 
^Aat ,d^r nf ^^“ess^d ^"^^^nsttated rl^ 

possible fra"" "’ ssel annih.^l’™'’' “mniand' S'"”°sd'al ijualf 

tn'i^A ^WiS i'r?’"' 

=3fS=S“T£EpS 

S:.S7s*s£i^: 

S?.iS5==S*-^££~=' 


/r.»"--7s''~s~tF: 

“•S5iSs5££-5'S 

-P"e raajoe Pan, ’^f""''' > hal. ra a,, ' ‘“P'"Pn.f 

r-' wSr •>" 1 ta-i ICO, *■ 

■'- “'vuion ..y,’™"® Pe ■'■et,o°/S'’ '’“ 



fl2Sj 


thj /o,// ”’P‘'<* •» '^'' "“nil. Ui5 

"’■' p“-« 1" 

ff "'". A„,‘“. fc"';"P"«l « „act , "" 

’’■P^Slar,"^ '-M ■*' *fcn- 

"a'ra ffji p fonnfr CTarjjt r' *°*“ “nder th- o^aung 

'**'“5 l/ne P'mncd Btlaicff a„d? '"*n'oU 

men, Ron c , ”* * ^Pid reire,, Pf Na- 

PP'-m S?" a » To el'^'^- “ «“We 

CavaW a«-., °''"«on /r.h ®«J of r; " ^ut to 

son, '""'Poaiu'on" '^'a' '“'fbed Z'r^^ ‘ “O'* 

The old r„ O^antnited ro o^"** “*onjiie teen , tb'onglemeno, 
*■ 0 ™",^°"'" N.n„,e, thn "“bina 

”■'— ra-eSSi';-*,;. 



'Urn Toro “"Ws.vo 

^ouid tiir., ^ ‘^racier of it, ^’^ality nor /-« jj” for 

S??^=;£“S:fS“ 

“oved out d^ “ounted .. ^ “"'' "" 

''ft advan 'J "'' rainv m ? "'' ''’“'raJ ihr 
“■red m s,!^, "■' ‘Oo-slion ?’' « 19 r7o' 

““'dftor,? '"““"■n-ed UTi "‘■'i 

enemy 4n .j * *^onomy of *nteJlifr ^®ninion 

*>'« Potuiaodu 7 iT”" '■■ t)tvu,„„ ° ''“■net 

-'=£Sii;s;S“-s?~- 



flMj 

lay si^ subdued and !?'«' Bolivian ‘^^fcndcn 
ir tJDow t Kanawa 

'f‘*niie dpl.!^ J“an B. Awt *^’"S>‘ayan II Co’„! i" 

air'fai^lsssSsss 
s£--=i?iK?svS”r°~s 
""'£"""' "" ~ 


''‘>°”co 5,''"'=7 ao,iv,-,„ ”” ’""™'‘’’'' '° 

Ct":,?’ n^d /““'■ 

Vaj Pan;,,, * *^llerv a?«^ *o lacl «» °“t 'Oj 

"''’“ft fiiuijv '"P^Mible for"? '!'' raodd,. min^/" "■»■"■ 

^‘facted on ,h Air of Toledo ,c 

””" 1 ' dr.,n,„^'’''"')'-fifu.. T,rrj'“’*'™™'d iL -^r""^- 
aysiem of snrr ^ ^ ^°ur .,.^. . *^y* laier »h#. ’ 




"’Oralc rf- ■ 3 Guaran/ ”**" * ^-as unh ’ of 

Afanri? ^P^^'ons. annr/*=‘’^'n'I«JroI a " 

«'ncdi/n'7ft''°'’ "’' B«lS' °" 

30th Jnfar,/”^‘’°" ^ rife » ®«ty.>T ^’o'reatcd safejy 

^™»ilo •'’ *'“' ‘nicl.*?*'”''’’ "Mlcd ni' "'“nilloj 

"’'' .w.h H cc,;^ S 


"“'"aoja 
After th«- n 

» ^oenibej. 1539 , 

s r "■ "■' "•* B • '^"°’‘ ’“®- 

®"dtheN,„ ‘'^rola (4 r-J 6v ,,!.•? "oftmri retire- 

ScnUinent in S*?"''*''«'-'^the ti 2 ^ ‘'*^' the S'°"' ^"**''^^01 

°“y of SaavJ^ "’"■'■"S m™?' "SBl tor A^"' f“'""«o<l 
'’'"Ucle, ho^ an™ ran'’’ M<. war P"''"' action. 

Mnirtc; -o a So"!®"'’" ‘InclnL’"’^'- P'acc. J„,. 

^■S^PPoc and qK'"'' f^n, uT*“" "'“■■on ^?'!l,’'"“ “ 

S‘y -ar conraS""" P'aontTa ? "“' J^liv^' 



n*»*wa-the „ 

J o^ensive 

Eusebio Ayala for * «“bodied the sa^r m 

'*’6 meditcnancan rh economic coi^r^^* proposals of 

““‘homy i^ZLt T hclhgSSir-" 

'“■'■'mer anr?'’'' i” 5?,"°;’ “"■' “‘“S mo 
"°" II also implm"!'”''’ i>i“l Ballmin^aJId '"''"‘*ii“'alJ 

Pinposal submi S ^'^“'"“■‘»■<louMe.Vh,^ demob.to 
F.bn.a„.. «'•" fu„h„ souoZr t-'''i«.» 

Tha praviou, day a, a °" 

- - « 
>iipporto£tht 27 r,b”f°''^‘“*'F this u„m ’ *“ie of 
aa "Fit's note 3tipulat«iiI7^®”F«ayan reply so ^ a llnaat in 

“°ttm air™„y '“f” '"“■t te,t„ VillaTr" °''™” 
dnival to the R.o p! ‘ „ “^co) ,„ eychanee f„r V ('li' 

mom levels consistent ^”>ops should be r«t “aranf ivith 

for five yea„ A“‘“te^'* ‘'‘’“'’■'o sacunty 

llio aggressor and fi* h *”a«tigation sh ij^ ooontries 

Bolma. rent St r f'’P“'>s.b.hty sf " ‘'"’"'■I deteminc 
Pnordiplonct./^^ F'^T) also ,dva„,„, „ . 

lot innuence the arbittu et “"’“‘""I 

accordance with the VT "*''' •>»= Pica ^ "oi'ld 

Hia awurf „n„„ 1932 deefan,,^” '''f'”'d in 

“nsjdention of occ„pt^„ Mf'deti, of 

- letonsidered ^ 



“on Hould be .'p. 1 . o- 

funded by th the arb- ®°aco w^b 

ViJJa i?^'"'"S- La Pa, *«“ tenutiy- » 7 ^ P««jon5.« 

.S?&H*SH3 s£!? 

'"<<>. =M Jlf'P"'-' ofST^ fen V «'''"S"» 

I.ut ’ “"feivc 

'■ ''"'• Pri“ &II,v l“? On 




3S^SSr - 

*^'’fCTe« St, 


^Tinfoncaaj (f,. V P^'non.Torf nimdoc, conf "™ 

f'n.SndS a ' '" “™W„ °‘'™>’'^ Pnr n-d bol 

"“■■ C„„ / «■!. “ “""O' P«ro® imT'*"’ fe” 

'«■ on AJihuaH ' *'’"no GutiAJ2l had h ^‘'^'on 

rj fe 

* threat wa« ; . Fotv- ”Pavy remr.„ • raaneu- 

“"“"uciSJ ' , fe offiid. “ ^TTtb I?"" '" "n 

atidd.>< ' feenjt, ^ ai,? ‘’° feP»ndnib,'^ fesian/ da, 

, on bod. . “■* B.0 

fenwd ;„ ,>“> nsh, a„d , ® '®fe'> firdar 

— ^c-=sis:s-e 



NANAWAwrjjg 

""ly I 500 men for ,i «'mn, 1,5 '’“' “nfonumnei, 

mm§m 

mm^Mm 

■'»' ^."fo ‘T™""’" f "Se^K"'*””SSr!' ^'y 

=£S“=.-=£f£j%^'^ 


— “•> irrepia. 



S5£SS3^?r^S5 

S. -c .'oum'ct: ''"• 

sai.* to •• ‘*^*n alrcarf ^ *n no- 

Ii§=^p?i 

t,i^'J ”"" Wrp J' ’ “^"‘'•’"'‘l; ihe f 9“'l"=c),o 

Ccnd^‘"S <Ji«Ps^K,fe"' ty 

:sP?'c^"-sss 

PiP^Ssls 


»cc^, and""'”" ^'» 'ra 

?>"'■> renafeSl ° f "" m' 

*“«^ed fn , for thr* Divhfnr!’ '”''''*^ 

•^“y. Kunrf^ - ^““nding tb^, ”®« «a«,n aJrh 1 O" 
'"g «'nadequ3"°'^'«J Prfndpic ” r”" c£ “ 

acc2t,„ ara?i^^ «onomr of 

*”««« -so economic 



NANAWA— THE BOLIVIAN OFFENSIVE [137] 

Bolivian morale nevertheless soared on th« strength of the 
Ahhuaii-Saavedra successes Paraguayan spirits plummeted In 
Asuncvdn when (20 March) the Press Office reported the 1st 
Division s brilliantly executed retreat the people were deeply 
disturbed as ivas the figurehead Commander m Chief General 
Rojas Spoiled by viciones they feared that all svas lost in a 
single reversal Estigambia privately felt that Colonel Fernandez 
had become dispirited and believed that at the very least he 
should have attacked Ahhuati from the south with his entire 
command In the manner of a Great Captain however Estigam 
bia quickly recovered and reacted with decision to adversity 
budding up Arcc nhile Kundt waited** 

As a result of the popular discontent caused by the retreat 
President Eusebio Ayala wrote Esiigambta on 18 March 1933 
informing him that the Act of Mendoza vsras a virtual failure be- 
cause Bolivia confident of military success opposed agreement 
The war uould continue although Guarani financial resources 
were limited The small gold reserve was already gone prevent 
ing purchase abroad of new supplies. Consequently it was im 
peiative to maintain an active defense endeavonng to lure the 
enemy into destroying himself in attacks Exuting stocks of aiR 
munition would haie to last three months Aircraft could be given 
only 

the safest missions as the loss of a single plane vsould came 
a tcnible impression on this nervous population which is al 
rea ly sensiiivc to panic The people pass horn enthusiasm 
to depression according to the infonualion front the front 
In any case [he stressed] you can be assured that my personal 
and official authority will be on your side m good and above 
all in bad conditions Not for a single moment fiave I believed 
in any intrigue to displace you •• 

Estigambia replied that the alarm over the lu Division retreat 
svas groundless for Paraguay had lost neither tnen nor material 
only a strip of desert having little value Since January obedient 
to the Presidents wishes he had adapted opei-ations to the ca 
pabiliiy of the nation gaming resounding successes from the de 
fensive To maintain the ra&cr extensive frijnt with existing 
resources sound intelligence and mobility (by means of trucks 
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NANAWA-THE BOLIVIAN OPFEKSIVE [139] 

to carry out a plan prepared by its Chief o£ Staff, Moscoso, for 
taking the road betiveen Gondra and BuDo This would have 
served the multiple ends of (I) improving the 4lh Division 
ivater supply by gaming access to important wells at Pinial, (2) 
obliging the Guarani Isl Division to retreat from Gondra to 
protect the III Corps’ communications with Hojas Silva, and 
(S) posing an indirect approach to Nanawa itself After Kundt 
refused Penaranda s request for reinforcements the enemy forced 
the small 600 man Andean detachment m Cake up positions im 
mediately west of the toad** 


PoTOguay Declares War 

After receiving noncommittal replies to the Act of Mendoza, 
Ciuchaga and Saavedra Lamas requested the Neutrals’ support in 
endeavors to get both facnigerents to withdraw their conditions 
Paragmiy finally agreed Bolivia, freshly victorious at Alihuati 
and Saavedra, informed the ABCP US (II April) that discussion 
of troop withdrawals was premature until the basis for final 
settlement had been reached Once this was done, the technical 
uies of an armistice could easily be determined. On 26 April, 
Bolivia flatly rejected the Act of Mendoa as merely creating a 
new sutus quo ‘ inconvenient for the peace of Amenta,” and 
favoring the Paraguayan aim of converting the status quo into a 
permanent solution The act failed to fix the arbitration zone in 
advance, and in fact auumed a transactional formula for arbitia 
Cion lines which would ignore rights and titles Further, Bolivia 
resented diplomatic pressure which had been brought against her, 
especially to withdraw her definmon of the arbitration zone 
Asuncidn replied (2 May) that Bolivia wished only to discuss 
arbitration, requiring of her a sacrifical final settlement as a 
condition to halting hostilities Paraguay continued to insist on 
adequate security guarantees, especially demobilization, to assure 
that she nould not be the vrctim of hesh attacks La Paz called 
for continued, joint Ncuirals-ABCP efforts looking toward deter 
minaiion of Paraguay’s exact pretensions ** 

nhri5Ktrntdtr-ixmvtuin**mr»iiiw-revcrs«i’ ifbilvia w» wuUng- 
lo confide m a victorious army, while Paraguay was amenable to 
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KANAWA— TIIE BOLIVIAN OFFENSIVE [ 141 ] 

ing Argentina Existing n\er conventions would be respected 
She closed the Pilcomayo ports through tvhich Bolivia had always 
obtained the basic necessities for her forces m the Southeast, ex 
plaining that there were no civilian populations in the Bolivian 
Chaco, all goods, under a narrow definition of the term, were 
therefore comiaband This served to severely handicap Bolivia, 
who had ahvaj? required close relations with Argentina to com 
plement her own highly inadequate domestic transport and com 
munications faalities La Par, welt atvare that Paraguay was using 
the Port of Buenos Aires and even the Argentine railroads sought 
clarification of her rights of free transit under an 1868 treaty 
This precipitated a lengthy correspondence in which it was made 
clear that the Justo government would allow Bolivia transit of 
only purely civilian goods and in the same quantities as before 
the war’* 

As soon as Paraguay declared svar, Bolivia appealed to the 
League of Nations, bringing a third successive international force 
into the Chaco question Although she had desired new joint 
NeutialvABCP efforts, the unfavorable attitude of Chile and 
Argentina made such a course impossible Saavedra Lamas had 
long sought to be the bearer of the issue to Geneva, but Para* 
guay's Eusebio AyaU had opposed l,eague interference He be 
lievcd that Geneva would do nothing to offend Washington 
Secretary of State Stirason had feared that the League, unfamiliar 
with the problem nould act in haste, in four years’ experience 
the Neutrals had learned (he need for patience But they had 
failed and the new administration on the Potomac had little 
interest in the Chaco War The dissolution of the Neutrals left 
the League a clear field ” 

Braail ims profoundly disappointed at Roosevelt’s taking the 
United Slates out of the nutter, and believed correctly that a 
League commission svould be a waste of lime it would submit a 
lengthy report and achieve no result beyond designating an ag 
gressor and recommending sanctions As a compromise, Braiil 
suggested to the other ABCP powers that they secure from the 
League a ‘mandate’ for new efforts thus keeping Geneva out 
in' «51r -s' it!ir«dsivcsf manuitt was oifferea’ Eihr 

ABCP then unsuccessfully sought agTccmem for submission o! 
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NAtfAWA-THE BOLIVIAN OFrZHSlVE [145] 

At Gondnt Liciitcnane Colonel Raf;iel Tniicos In Division 
opened a breach in Pedaranda » left (IG Nfay) but tlie Bolivians 
flanked it pinned the attackers doivn svith rruchine-gun Are and 
iheir newly acquired mortars and later recaptured their positions 
Along the canaddn a svar of pmiiiom then developed enabling 
the -Ith Division to tmn its raw replacements 
The rainy season lasted unusually long in 1955— until June 
instead of ending in Nfarch In addition the southern winter uas 
exceptionally cold going below freciing in June On both sides 
at Condra (as well as eheivhere) the combination of cold and 
ram sickened the improperly clothed fighters subjecting them 
to the most miserable kind of svar In Francos camp malaria 
was ep demte *• 

At GHQ late in June Estigambia explained the general situa 
tion to his major commanders and indicated that the hour had 
arrived to resume offensive operations Colonel Franco replied 
that given the sarce resources of their country only an over 
whelming victory to bring peace was praciical Ife proposed a 
maneuver from PmulGondra to Saav^ra (hub of the Andean 
franc) CO seire che old enemy positions at Kilometer 7 These 
vsould be held in conjunction with attacks by I and III Corps to 
trap the Bolivian Army Colonel J B Ayala offered a proposal 
for a drive by his II Corps reinforced to 12 000 through Plata 
mllos toward Muhoz and Balliviin Estigambia hsicned in silence 
but in pnvate stated that Ayala s plan was impracticable for lack 
of men and trucks Franco s was good but the morale of the army 
was not yet ready for operationj requiring the maximum energy 
of every man 

Paraguayan intelligence indicated that Kundt was about to 
launch a new blow at Nanawa Inazdbal therefore spoke with 
justification of his disturbing situation Since Ayala s plan would 
have required weakening HI Corps in the face of the enemy s 
strength would doubtless have failed for lack of surprise and 
velocity and had the inherent weaknesses of all single-thrust 
strat^es Estigambia chose instead to shift forces soutli getting 
9 000 men to Nanawa He positioned a strategic reserve at Falcdn 
(Rojas Silva) realizing that the pending Bolivian attack would 
admirably serve his aim of destroying the enemy and in this case 
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rotting, putrefying mound of human flesh and bones "For months 
this atrocious sight remained in my eyes/ he wrote 

%Vith Its remaining 5 000 men die Bolivian 7(h Divuion re- 
organized, at last merging the hitherto tiny regiments to create 
larger units with two baiuhons each It then lay inactive in front 
of Nanaiva until December 

Followng the Bolivian defeat, a limned offensive, approved in 
June by Estigambia, was launched by Francos Isc Division at 
Gondra On 12 July, Pciiaranda's fight tvas turned and his field 
hospital at Campo Via captured Although two squadrons of 
cavalry and service troops rushed to the rear, and the 18th Infantry 
supported them from the west, the 4th Division was in danger 
of being surrounded Water was scarce the Guamnl called upon 
the thirsty Andeans to trade their weapons for a few drops Early 
15 July, having opened an escape route to the northwest, Pcda- 
randa withdrew and took up new posiuons beyond the Guarani 
in Campo Via The Paraguayan operation lifted morale and 
proved the feasibility of maneuver in the brush Movement re* 
turned to the war 

President Ayala, hii adherence to a defensive strategy fun- 
damentally the result of confidence m a diplomatic solution re- 
peated that m view of bright diplomatic propects, unnecessery 
loss of life should be avoid^ Estigambia was therefoie obliged 
to halt Franco’s promising offensive so as not to commit reserves 
and expand the fighting Franco dug in along the eastern edge of 
the woods at Campo Via Nonetheless having derived maximum 
benefit from the active defense, Estigambia \ras resolved to re- 
turn to large-scale aggressive maneuvers •* 

Kundt, after his second failure at Nanawa, finally turned to 
the indirect attacks on Paraguayan communications which the 
Bolivian jefes had favored months before On 5 August, Rojas 
Silva (Falcdn) was briefly occupied 25 August Pmjayo (Pinzal) 
was captured by a task force commanded by Colonel Carlos Banrer 
After reaching the rear of Francos division, Banzer asked for 
reinforcements and more ammuniuon typically, Kundt refused 
causing tde dtiihre oiT s pibnnetf dbudih cirveibpnrenc /^nahr 
Ocho ivas threatened at the same tune and major elements of the 
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NAKAWA— THE BOLIVIAN OFFENSIVE [ ] 

and aggressive soldier On patrol the Bolivian re examined Xnoivn 
ground or hid and slept for fear of the brush Frequently, he was 
transported from the Altiplano to the Chaco like a beast, unaware 
of his purpose, and then thrust untrained info combat He was 
seldom employed in sufficient numbers at a given tactical moment 
Although m the course of the war Bolivia mobilized nearly 
250,000 as against 140,000 Paraguayans, her forces rarely possessed 
numerical superiority 

Summarily, other factors in the failure of the Bolivian offensive 
were the technical incompetence of jefes (having been schooled 
entirely at home, their ideas were inbred) , inability of men to 
acclimate physically to the brush, abominable logistics, Salaman 
ca's "economic war,” and the moral deterioration spread hy com 
munist led defeatists The sum of these factors meant that, com 
monly, sick, hungry, unptovuioned, duheartened troops were all 
too often led by half hearted, inept commanders against strategi* 
cally unwise objectives When the impotence of this Bolivmn 
army became palpable, all that remained was for the enemy to 
administer the coup d'grdce 
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The Bolivian situation was now grave The Air Force furnished 
semi hourly reconnaissance reports which Kundt disdained, term 
ing the pilots ’ alarmists ' Salamanca urged retreat, apprehensive 
for the units at Gondra and Alihuatd Kundt vacillated gave 
the order, then oncelled it, claiming the jiiuation had improved 
On 6 December the Paraguapit double envelopment reached 
the Alihuaii-Saavedra and Alihuard P 020 Negro roads Kundt 
placed Banaer on his own ( Proceed according to the sicuation* ) 
to retreat the 9th Division 10 Campo 51 The only escape route 
still open-east to Campo Victoria and south lo Campo \'ia— svas 
taken after AlihuaU was fired 7 December The road was slippery 
with mud and water making transport of the artillery difficult 
At OIOQ Brandts rear had been blocked at Charata at dawn, 
Franco reinforctd with wo regiments from Ftmindci division, 
erupted from Gondra, stormed the 4ih Division lines and sealed 
the Campo Via Puesto Ustares road Kundt deliberately concealed 
thu information from him, Banrer charged, and advised La Paz 
that the retreat had worsened the situation but little Estjganibia 
ordered continued advance from Charata by the 3rd ' Corrales" 
Infantry to close the Saavedn road and link up with Franco's 1st 
Division At midnight the Panguayan army occupied burning 
Alihuati” 

In hit effort to sustain the 9ih Division's lines and avoid re- 
treat, Kundt had weakened the -fth Division (commanded since 
November by Colonel Emilio Conriler Quint) to 1,355 men 
Pleas for more troops were rejected because Kundt did not be- 
lieve the Paraguayan army strong enough for action on a broad 
front He persisted in the delusion that Estigambia had no more 
troops than Bolivia Gowetiuently the Paraguayan Ist Division 
advanced steadily, especially at Campo Viaona ivhere Conzilez 
Quint joined lines with fenrer The 9lh Division retreat had 
actually facilitated the Guarani trap by bringing the Andean 
forces together m a small area Furdicr. the two menaced divi 
sions were uncoordinated the 4th depending from I Corps while 
the 9th was directly under Kundt In the south the 7ih Division 
tod aVreaiy tvimed itwm vw krom limarwa id avoid being 
flanked by the Guarani III Corps, whitjr had recaptured Fortin 
Duarte Estigambia lacking trucks to rush troops toward Puesto 
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CAMPO VIA— THE SECOND PARACVATAN OFFENSIVE [IT?] 

bility and was not disposed to contuiue the pursuit Consequent- 
ly, he probed to define the new Bolivian defense line which by 
the end of February ivas firmly established 69 kilometers east 
of Ballividn On this line the Andean 1 Corps rebuilt and trained 
7,925 men, and II Corps expanded to 7,342 

Hoping to facilitate advance supply and looking toward an 
extremely ambitious maneuver, the Paraguayans began a road 
from Camacho to Cururenda on the Pilcomayo Estigambia en 
deavored to slow the Andean retreat until this project svas com 
pleted, but this did not prove practicable His plan tvas to envelop 
the entire Bolivian army against the Pilcomayo, obliging u either 
to surrender or to cross into Argentina and be interned For this 
purpose Franco's II Corps was shifted to Camacho, provided with 
1,000 mules, and reinforced with the Reserve Divuion, April, 
when new trucks were expected, served as the target date for the 
grand operation ** 

On 20 March the Dolman Air Force discovered the “Bengas- 
sen” or "Franco" road, as it tvas variously called, which svas by 
then ISO kilometen west of Camacho Pcharanda immediately 
sent the 5th "Lanza" Cavalry to CaRada Cochabamba (80 kilo 
meters west of Campo Jurado), and the Ist "Abaroa" Cavalry 
to Canada Strongest (90 kilometers nonhsvesl of Cochabamba) . 
Their mission to explore and block the threatening road *• 

Meanwhile, in early February a new Bolivian 9th Division 
began forming at Carandailf under Colonel Francisco PeRa for 
defense of the Picuiba rone The I8th "Montes" Infantry (about 
1,500 men) svas placed across the road near Garrapatal at CaRada 
Tanja Estigambia believed that these forces were screening 
road building south southwest to intercept his new road, and he 
detemnned to destroy th«n Since the Andean lines appeared 
firm, and nesv trucks were due, he believed the moment right 
for action Hts plan sras to destroy the Garrapatal Canada Tanja 
forces, thereby attracting other Bolivian contingents to the area, 
attack frontally all along the mam line, and then launch Franco's 
11 Corps on the grand maneuver •• 

T.h* il'.V JX'WAWW /iJfJUAftnaw Csvbnwv* W 

had been slowly advancing up the old road from Camacho los%ard 
PiCTiiba since January On 20 March it made contact with the 
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CAStPO VIA— THE SECOND EARACVATAN OFFENSIVE [179] 

nor authority He chided him for unpamotically wishing to 
tesign in the face of the enemy over the tnvjahty of General 
Orders The President observed that the latter were withm his 
constitutional prerogative as Optam General Nevertheless, this 
seemingly minor issue continued to produce friction and poison 
relations between the command and the executive** 

After the defeat at Canada Tanja, Penaranda sacked Pena, 
charging him with respontibility for the disaster The Guaranf 
did not exploit their advantage otving to problems of water and 
transport, therefore, the sector renuined quiet la Par, however, 
was far from quiet The people were tired of defeats chargeable 
to incompetent ;e/«, and the patriotic, anxious young cadets of 
the Colegio Militar suged an abortive rebellion aimed at over 
throw of the Salamanca regime On 5 April General Lanza put 
down the revolt, but the foundations of the government nere 
shaken. Salamanca wired Penaranda that the domestic situation 
was grave Disturbed by the event, the General manifested pro* 
found indignation over the lack o! public confidence m the High 
Command and the government •* 

Already ivith an apparently dangerous threat posed on the 
left by Cshada Tanja, Peharanda ordered a new general retreat 
25 March This lime the front was considerably shortened by 
bringing I Corps to within 11 kilometers of Ballividn, while II 
Corps was situated near Cafiada Cochabamba Frias’ 3rd Division, 
on the extreme left o! the army, was charged with blocking the 
Franco road This definitively ended Guarani opportunities for 
a surpnsc attack by this route By 8 April the retreat svas com 
pletc to a firm line against which Faraguapn advance came to 
a standstill Considering the political circumstances President 
Salamanca s prompt insistence that Ballividn be sustained was 
not unexpected •* 

Salamanra Dr Joaquin Espada, and Generals Lanza and San 
jm^s arrived at Ballividn by air on 26 April A briefing rescaled 
that strength U’as approximately 30000 but arms were not pro- 
ponionaie Although rOOO trucks nere needed, the army liad 
only 470. mostly m ill repair The army wished (1) a uniform 
censorship to present printing of cataggerated reporu of victory 
and defeat in the Paceha press, (2) closing of the Argentine 
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CAMPO VIA-THE SECOND PAHACVATtAN OFFENSIVE [183] 

Strong! The battalion from the 8th Cuaranf Division was sur 
rounded when a second Bolivian column closed the road farther 
to the rear Its only source of water was air-dropped ice Appre- 
aating the seriousness of the situation after close air reconnais 
tance. Nunez ordered his imperiled forces to retreat Bilbao, 
seeing the huge 9th Division halted, directed the 3rd Bolivian 
Division to move doivn from the north to complete the trap 
This force was detained, enabling Ortiz to escape the night of 
21 22 May along a trail cut by the 1st Engineers Lieutenant 
Colonel Josd Rosa Vera, possibly unaivare that Ortiz had retired, 
advised that his 2nd Division (1st. Srd, 10th Infantry, 9th Cav 
airy) had defeated the enemy to the north and east and would 
hold firtn ** 

General Estigambu inicully ordered Franco (20 hfay) to de* 
lay moving for 48 hours and to send a regiment by truck to I 
Corps Later he attempted to hasten the movement, but Franco, 
although he faced but a single regiment, ivas unable to comply 
Vera already was virtually trapped because he had failed to re 
treat Nervous and unsteady, he ordered the 9th Cavalry and 10th 
Infaotry to break the Andean lines. ^Vben this failed, he per 
sonally look command of the 1st Infantry, permuting his division 
to disintegrate ivhile he walked out. lack of Andean dccoive 
ness permuted the Guarani 1st and 3rd Infantry to escape through 
the brush, abandoning the other forces On 25 May the latter, 
as well as the battalion of the 8th Division surrounded on the 
mam road, surrendered Notwithstanding that Peflaranda had 
employed over 20,000 men only I 556 prisoners and their equip- 
ment were uken Once again defiaent command in the execution 
of offensive maneuvers bad cost Bolivia dearly After cutting 
the mam road, the Andeans lapsed into lethargy, focusing on 
the single surrounded battalion of the 8ih Division Even so 
this ivas Bolivia's greatest victory Creditable to Colonels Bilbao 
and Rodriquez, it served to greatly enhance Alciplano morale 

Franco s sluggishness— for he did not move until 27 May— pre- 
vented realization of Esiigrmbia’s plan by denying I Corps ade- 
quate support on us right, and thus permuted the Srd Division 
to close the trap Vera s refusal to retreat promptly, and the col 
lapse of bis division through hn ineptness, cost Paraguay men 
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CAMPO via —the SECOKD PABACOAYAN OFFENStVE [ 185 ] 

7 Moscoso, 262 266, Tora 49, Captain Humberto Torres Ortiz, 
Campo Via (La. Par, 1937), 5859, Vergara Vicuna, IV, 633 Guefrero, 
Penaronrfa, 54. Vidaurre, El 4t, 89. DIai Arguedas, Los Elegidos, 599 

B Vnoste, La Encrufijada, 73, Rjvarola, III, 28 Dlar Arg;uedas, 
Las Elegidos, 393 

9 Estigamhia, 92 93 J B Ayala, 193 200, claims that he was the 
author of the strategy of Oimpo Via, a legend which hai been ad 
vanced by General Estigambus detractors Gonzitez (1 12 115), for 
example, accuses the General of tncapaory, while Caballero Irala 
(5354) supports Ayalas claim Colonel Ayala asserts that EsCtgarribia 
was interested only in a limited drive on PlaianiUos Colonel Carlos 
Jos^ Ferndndez in a letter to the author from which the above 
categorical quotation is drawn, points out that a simple companson 
ol ^tigarribia, (p 93 ) and Ayala (p 199), proves that m time and 
space. Ayalas claims arc invalid Not only did he write Gontilez on 
5 October that he had just conceived the idea, but also he was then 
100 kilomeiers from Isla Poi where the previous day the President 
had approved the commands plan As between reminder and Ayala, 
a simple corapatisoti of character and scholarly methods leads the 
historian to the obvious conclusion that J B Ayala's claims are 
without factual foundauon 

10 Estiganibia. 94, Rios, 287. Diaz Arguedas, Z.o; Elegidos, 416, 
Delgado (II, 39-40) furnished 2,000 men from Bahia Negra Rojss re 
signed his empty title of Commander in Chief in late March, where* 
upon the supreme command legally, as well as in fact, devolved to 
General Estigambia. Rojas’ IV Corps never aciuaily came into exist 
ence (letter, Colonel Carlos Josi Ferndndez to the author) 

U Estigambia, 95 99 quotation 95. J B Ayala, 203 207, Vidaurre, 
Acesonet mihtores, 151. Ei 4J, 102. Partes del conductor, 123, 132. 
Vergara Vicuna, IV. 636-639 649, 656, 660, Dfaz Arguedas, Los Ele 
gidoj, 406 

12 Toro, 51, Rodriguez, 92 Torrm Ortiz, 61 Vergara Vicufia, 
VII, 673. quotes a Salatnancz document warning Xundt against the 
danger for the country of Toro" 

13 Estigambia, 100 101, Vidaurre, El 11, llB-117, Rodriguez 93. 
Partes del conductor, 134, Rios. 288 Vergara Vicuna IV, 676 The 
Paraguayan intelligence system was very good, providing data on 
Bolivian units, morale, fcfet, and troop moves Along the Argentine 
border, where Andean forces passed on the road from Tarija,*’ageno 
were particularly successful Uriosie, La Encruetjada, 230 Toro, 354 
356 An even more stariling asjeruon is made by Ayala Ufomn (p 
364) who quotes Dr Darnel Antokoleu of the Argentine Foreign 
Office as saying that Argentine army cryptographic sections monitored, 
deciphered, and forwarded to Paraguay, secret Bolivian radio mes 
sages. 
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CHAPTEH SEVEN 


EL CARMEN - IREND AGUE— THE THIRD 
PARAGUAYAN OFFENSIVE 


After failure o£ the Chaco mice the League Commission fu 
tUely continued striving to effect peace Victory at Campo Via 
had fired Paraguayan extremism thereafter many Guarani in 
sisted on expulsion of Bolivia from the entire natural limits of 
the Chaco thus making solution difficult Consequently a draft 
treaty offered by the Commission found no favor at A$unci6n 
A year earlier Bolivian consent to arbitration by the Hague 
Court of the respective cUims (excluding the Hayes Award and 
Petropohs cession) might have won Paraguayan favor now it 
was scorned because the proposal included withdrawal of the 
victorious Guarani army to the Rio Paraguay Asuncidn encour 
aged by Saavedra Lamas was cerum an indemnity could be 
wrung from La Pat and therefore objected to omission of pro- 
cedures for determining war guilt * 

Paraguay s counterproposal was predicaied upon President Ap 
las opinion that once a substantial secunty is obtained we can 
negotiate and be generous Immediate cessation of hostilities 

with the armies separated by equidistant lines (unofficially PunU 

Rieles and Balliviin) Paraguayan policing of the evacuated 
zone and arbitration to define the boundaries between Chiquitos 
and the Province of Paraguay were the roost important points 
A conference sponsored by the ABCP should seek a direct solu 
tion while the League Commission fixed war responsibilities 
Significantly Asunadn was willing to permit Bolivia to remain 
reciprocally in a fairly advanced position This was an innovation 
in proposals Ingeniously Paraguay advocated an economic con 
ference between armistice and arbitiaUon Ayala who was con 
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THE TllIRO HARACVA.YAN OrFEHSIVE [195] 

of the Field Army, able to force his own desires upon the titular, 
who bore the responsibility 

The manifest incompetence of the Bolivian command posed 
an unrefusable invitation to Estigpmbia The Toro^alamanca 
passion for Ballivtin created an unbalanced front, Toro had 
16 000 men m the south. Bilbao's II Corps had only 9,000, and 
the Reserve 9th Division (Moscoso) numbered 6000 Compre- 
hending Toro’s passive intentions, Estigambia shifted his mam 
strength northivard, increasing Franco's II Corps to over 15,000 
against the weaker Bilbao This provided an ideal opportunity 
for the long sought envelopment of the Bolivian left “ 

After failure of attempts in early July to penetrate the Bo- 
livian lines and reach the Pikomayo, Dtigambia resolved to 
launch a strategic femt at Picuiba Thus the danger to Bolivia 
of Toro s stubborn defense of Ballmin would be enhanced, the 
supply lines of Lanza's expanding 111 Corps at Ingavi Roberi 
would be endangered, resttammg it from pending action toward 
the Rio Paraguay; Bolivia's Parapetl-Carandaitl region would 
be threatened obliging movement of troops away from the heav 
tly manned south This in turn would invite a new attempt to 
reach the Pilcoraayo from the central front A second phase, ad 
vance from Algodonal toward Camin. would impcnl the enemy’s 
Vital gasoline and oil source To dispose of the perpetual hmtt* 
ing factor, water. Franco therefore sent patrols In search of wells, 
discovery of potable water at La Faye (28 July) improved the 
situation ** 

President Ayala approved as objectives '27 November' and 
Algodonal, against which EsUgambra proposed to push two 
columns once Picuiba was occupied WeU-dnlling squads were 
created to follow the advancing troops, since there was no knovm 
svater between La Faye and CatandaitC A new direct road was 
completed from the Casado railhead to GHQ at Camacho 100 
new trucks were received I Corps occupied the 11 Corps lines, 
freeing u for the offensive Smalt forces at PiUantuta and Bahia 
Negra were ordered to converge at Madrej6n for a march on 
Ingavi from the southeast supported by the Air Group The 
enemy had demonstrated exasperating resiliency retrieving him 
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THE T/IISD PARACUATAN OrrBKJHE 1197] 

nndauf Franco as able to continue unimpeded Hu £a5t moving 
truck columns reached Irendaguc 17 August Villardn the eight 
eenth 27 November the following day Huinpiiindi on the 
twentieth and captured an enemy battalion at Algodonal two 
days later The ftrst phase of the Coinanchacos offensive svas 
accomplished ’* 

Penaranda belatedly pulled troops out of Balliviin transport 
mg them by truck toward the Parapet! Carandaitf sector This 
amounted to the creation of a new front in the northwest hun 
dreds of kilometers behind the previous lines and made defense 
of Balhvidn even more uni«se Toro aiiempied to open a 45 
kilomeier trail touard the Paraguayan rear at Siracua hoping to 
regain the initiative defeat an important Cuarani force and 
oblige Francos retreat After countering this move the Coman 
chaco permitted Franco to continue his advance until he reached 
a Jtnng of foothills 5 kilometers east of Catandaiti on 27 August 
They v.ere the totalled Chinguanos Mountains natural limit 
of the Chaco!** 

As the Bolivians svithdrew troops from Balhvidn Guaranf 
lines stretched thinner relieving the 8ch and Reserve Divisions 
for use as a reserve Hauling water firom La Faye to Franco s 
division required alt the 100 new trucks and created a logistic 
difficulty which soon made (he advanced position untenable it 
likewise imposed a limitation on the ability to reinforce An 
armistice which Paraguay had anticipated would be a status quo 
of positions failed to materialize Estigambia therefore devised 
a new plan Franco was ordered to retreat as slowly as possible 
holding the attention of the enemy Meanwhile with the south 
cm sector weakened and two divuions free a fresh opportunity 
existed to achieve the long-desired penetration to the Pilcomayo 
by striking heavily at Canada El Carmen 

On the diplomatic front Saavedra Lamas stated that if Bo- 
livia insisted on a littoral zone he would end the whole matter 
The Argentine Foreign Minuter was fully committed to the prop- 
osition that Bolivian appearance on the Rio Paraguay would 
pose a threat to the peace of Buenos Aires as well as of Asuncion 
because of the Altiplanos bad faith Brazil however promised 
confidentially that svould endorse Bolivia s claim to a n»er 
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THE THIRD PARACUAYAN OPFENSITC [201] 

to assert the impartiality of hu auttude A week later with 
Salamanca s confidence restored by Toro Bolivia made counter 
suggestions which Saavedra Lanus deemed irreconcilahJe with 
the peace formula These sought to limit titles to those cmanat 
mg from the Spanish crown to make cessation of hostilities 
dependent on a conciliation agreement and to expand the 
mediation group to include the ABCP Neutrals Should con 
cihaiion fail La Paa wished guaranteed jundjcal arbitration in 
accordance with the S August 1932 dctlaraiion and the u(i pout 
ifetij ;t<ru of 1810 It smII be recalled tliat Bolivia interpreted 
the latter broadly against all occupations regardless of date 
Saaiedra Lamas merely iransmitted these proposals to Asuncion 
There Ayala insisted that peace should consider military reality 
and not theones rendered inapplicable by Andean aggression 
The mediators he felt must proceed with more energy decision 
and authority *• 

After Toro convinced Salamanca (29 August) that the military 
situation could be ameliorated the colonel flew to Carandaitf 
to form a detachment of six regimenu with which (5 September) 
he attempted a double envelopment of Francos Gth Division at 
Pozo del Burro Estigambia ordered the Reserve Division to 
Algodonal but Franco with mixed courage and bravado advised 
that he would soon escape On the night of 8 September he tvitli 
dreiv silently by a trad through the brush leaving 14 trucks 
spiked artillery and 78 automatic weapons and taking Toro so 
by surprise that on the following day the Bolivian Air Force 
was still dropping surrender leaflets into the now empty circle 

Toro blamed his humiliation on poor aerial reconnaissance 
but assured Penaranda that he would punue and capture the 
enemy On 11 September he ordered construction of a direct 
road to La Faye communications center and source of water for 
Francos entrenched forces at Algodonal At the same time in 
the Bahia Negra sector Paraguayans with soaring spirits took 
Vanguardia and Vargas Morale in Francos 11 Corps (6th and 
Reserve Divisions) was much lower due to the extreme shortage 
of water (one half pint per man per day) and the retrograde 
fflvMwwaf.wr AO JE.«^amhw itisisied oa s.Vw re- 

treat in the interest of operations at El Carmen There Bolivian 
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THE thihd pabacuatan offensive [203] 

guay, candidly revealing the reason tor her insistence on security 
as a condition to peace, said 

There is no reason not to suppose that, the very day afw tlm 
war IS ended. Bolivia will begin to prepare her 
certainty that time will repair her losses more rapidly than those 
of Paraguay 

Bolivian appearance in sovereignty on the Rio Paraguay would 
enhance thTthreat. and was therefore wholly unaccepuble to 

Asuncidn •• u . 

The Bolivian statement tacitly admitted aggression at Pman 
tuu, but stressed that Li Par had been willing to settle the 
medent Panguay. hoaver. cho«. to compl.toio t”"™ ™ 
coumeiatuctt Bolivia now sought drfinmve tinal I™'''"™' 
ol thn doputa and ahiolutdy ratuscs all dilaiory ptocnduie 
modified her previous position, however, apeeing ttat ami 
itiee and ' final aeeeptanee of the procedure for the lolmion of 
the dispute shall be simultaneous’** 

Prepiifations for Maneuver 

Colonel Aquilcs Vergara Vicufla. newly amvrf Chilean mer^ 
cenary, found the Bolivian command convinced that the taiiure 
of Prancos offensive had left the Comanchaco prostrate and m 
capable of any new action Northward movement of Andean 
forces brought predominant strength to pose a ® 

first time, to the Guarani right Moscoso s 1 Corps (4th. 8th. 9th 
and Reserve Divisions) covered the enure old front, but still 
possessed greater strength than Delgado’s opposing Paraguayan 

III Corps *» , c 1 , 1 . 

^Vhile Paraguay remained passive m October only for lac 
human and material means, the Bolivian comman was ren e 
stationary by the type of dissension which contributed so 
to Its ultimate defeat The chief attor was. predictably, the arc 
insubordinate Colonel David Toro Ruilova. at this time com 
manding the Cavalry Corps (1st and 2nd Cavalry 
CarandaiH By exaggerating the strength of Franco s II Coips 
Toro endeavored to draw ever greater forces to his . 

ing u the principal arena for future operations He oppo 
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THE TKtnD FABACVATAK OFFEKSIVE 

meni of hu subordinates and accepted Toro s plan for a major 
mancutcr by the Cavalry Corps seeding to (1) capture Franco, 
(2) relics e Guarani pressure on El Canoen, (3) negate the 
threat to Robert by II Corps taking ‘27 November,” and (4) 
advance toward Camacho *• 

Camacho, as the common objective of Bolivian plans reflected 
a September report prepared by the Czech mission The docu 
meni held forth greater promise for an offensive in the north 
than in the south, and misjudged Guarani objectives as simple 
conquest of the Chaco Actually, the aims it deemed sound for 
Paraguay— Villa Montes, the Camm oil fields, the Villa Montes 
Santa Crur road, and Puerto SuJrez— coincided with those of 
the Comanchaco although the latter labored under grave handi 
caps in translating aims logistically into reality 

At Buenos Aires, secret negotiations between Rivarola and 
the ATgcnime government reached a successful climax in early 
October when £180000 was deposited to Paraguay’s account in 
Pans A direct, interest free loan for an unspecified term from 
Jusios goscrnmeni to Asuncion u svas followed on 27 Novem 
ber by a second msullmeni bringing the toul to 4 000,000 Ps 
Arg The loan was made covertly from the Treasury through 
middlemen Due to a faiorable exchange rate, Paraguay realued 
a profit of 600 000 Ps Arg in the conversion This money en 
abled Asuncidn to buy more trucks and other essential ingredi 
ents for a resurgence of the war machine »• 

Esijgarribia already had toured the front (27 October), con 
femng with Femindez {I Corps) and Lieutenant Colonel 
Eugenio Garay (8th Division) regarding their role in the per 
ennial plan to destroy the enemy at El Carmen Although the 
Bolivian Reserve Division had only three regiments covering a 
20 kilometer front, Comanchaco thought twice that number were 
engaged Arriving at Picuiba Estigambia learned that water 
squads had struck unlimited, pouble water at Irendague solv 
ing Paraguay s problem in that sector Since the bulk of Guarani 
trucks had been required to transport water from La Faye to 
Franco this discovery was immensely important Estigambia 
was therefore able to reiterate his order for a slow II Corps re 
treat, luring Toro toward Picinba Franco v\as also alerted to 
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THE THIRD PABACUAYAN OFFENSIVE (209) 

Already 15 November, Frias began retreating his outflanked 
I Corps, and on the seventeenth Paraguayans entered Batlivrin 
The Bolivian defense system iras shattered and the front dislo- 
cated, but most important were the moral effects In both coun 
tries, as well as abroad Balliviin had been a symbol of Andean 
resistance it stood for the ability to mount an offensive and 
return to the original theater of operations along the old fcrlin 
line Its loss signified Bolivian defeat, expulsion from the Hayes 
Zone, and forfeiture of the Chaco Boreal 

Estigambia ordered pursuit by I and III Corps, and directed 
the 8th Division to cover their advance against the parallel threat 
of the Cavalry Corps Toro, he assumed, would also retire, but 
he did not To the end, Toro had opposed the decision to aban 
don Balhviin More than any other man. he svas responsible for 
Us comcnion into a moral symbol, for holding it at the expense 
of offensive operations, and consequently for the shattering ef 
fe«s produced by its loss He now considered El Carmen a 
transitory uctical development, asserting that m a few days he 
would lake La Faye, threaten Garrapatal, and “remedy the stupid 
negligence ol 'Moscosuo’” Yet the Cavalry Corps svas detained 
tn front of Picuiba until the Paraguayans abandoned the place 
for strategic reasons on 20 November, retiring southward 9 kilo 
meters Estigambia, svtth quickness of mind, then ordered the 
8th Division toward Faye for a fresh maneuver ** 

In the South, III Corps reached Guachalla on 21 November 
and halted for lack of transport, but 1 Corps (Femindez) broke 
the new Bolivian lines at Canada Oruro on the following day 
and persisted in the direction of Ibibobo The Andean retreat 
continued, covered by Busch's 8th Division and by the Bolivian 
Air Force which relenilcssly bombed and strafed the advancing 
Guarani Despite the extent to which his tight was being opened, 
Toro refused to retreat, still assuming that he could fall upon 
the Guaranf flank and convert El Girmcn into a startling tn 
umph His men. however, were exhausted from their long ad 
vance and incapable of such operations, and he svas obhgoJ to 
pause A more efficacious namuvtrr would have been a rapid 
drive by a reinforced II Corps through Ingavi and into the heart 
of the Chaco far to the Paraguayan rear, but Toro would have 
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"■"«" 0 .“„aZ'r“' P'-S'’ '" Odd 

agreed Ihisl „,'’,j'"'ating Vtcc.p'"" '".peiaiirf ,“"'■ "'e 

Pas polittci, dfd avert dp eejident 7 -^ . o Preserve 
■ng recognnto’^ ™ ""d .>onM^u'°" ahroad d '*"'“ 

’niifet ^ ® /ar//i ^^^wteiha. armv 
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^0 effect /,nai , comdoct « 

^enenij Ssn-* sutiat/A S' ^opcd fh and 

!f'^Stt£pr'.'r-3?iS-; 
■ S’K-'-ta,**"* ss-jS" 


oiotfon r ,r ^ *''>ed ^''"'aeniiaj ainv i. ‘""“*7 re 

dined w/,i,^.^'’d acceptM k- CfuW ^.r J-ana 

J*?’' sKhoush'y''"''"? -uh &• "'‘>' »/ini.,cr"'g 

=""r 'ot’"* * '“"Mf m- '' 

eoimnandcis / * ^“nds ti.- "** ’’^‘Jnired an “- 

r*'’ »o matJ , anl*"* *^'««ed^/„ “PP’-«edented 

;»'-'Vns <.^1 '»°' PoWb™" ”''■» “lonw "J'™'>-- «"ce 
fof“". frucj, 3, “PPlta ;u,d "'« eivon 

f' Pro, den,. ^J“'dos 3„j Montes aJc" "'’' 



ijfe /f., “ “ « nec«.,^ ^'PubJ,c "t. ‘operate such trea, 

'™”‘ sWm"®'':- “f'" a,„7rm°’"^'‘ ""'n fihf r.''’’’ 

“ '"“rapon,! “lion i„ ' “ ''len.e,, 

'"undrt , 1 ,* !?' ^"“-raan d,h „ ' "ItMion 4 , ^ Linza 

cyoicany, <lK P, '» be a n*?"”' 

■“«e«f„, „„ « .be on,, ea,.^^ ®“'™a„ g„ 

Ravine cann. -j *” ’^bich fh-. . 

y a host of *be govenwncnt ^ been 

?'’*''fgi.„l,/''".^°'" CJuen ^“"‘•''baaa 7 , "' '^“'oneli 
^^bcate Tn. ^^ajor Or t ^*^>io Viw Col 

It:?- 

'"“s agreed d7„?,„,'','''""'ng V,c^p^’ '"'PeTa?,,* ”"*■ “f Mic 
'eas politically amg ^ ‘be Tend 1° Preserve 

“S 'eeog„,J„ aod 7.o„S’^'’" abtad^afT™ " 
tL' '“""ed -be proS ■ '^! !""!• 


"T resigned afoi ??'S"a''en “"a 

’"'r Rodrtg„„ 

*■ direatened 
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'cIujT^H ''" Wo ani„ “'my. TJia, r “ ‘'‘“"roui 

«’'S»™“^'’“'‘j''.,„„.“”^-’'‘ «.puhM tjT: 

^STetfl to ihe aJT and be rm ^f- 

sonal Jih ® ret- tvar W turn 

^ p-mL" 

-“'1.^"' --^Won'u S' 

'“ “ffiy ib'iV I" ‘''o-toih f™"° " 

erai »» ^^t^ano , ■ *’ Rfof. 

r^' Afonies) ,h , <**nce the nj 

««-■ 

S-S?S'SS-S5f#‘^ 

Srifsssas-S 

ftssssFSsrjSs 

"j.”."~» ii “'5* '-Sisis 

a. „5„^, 

P™voled by 1?“'"* '^'"co '“m gaiui^ ‘““'W 

“nima.ion L ''“'>' mmbonifc Sar^f 

“'"■ '■" bma ,orf'".'P' “d 

“"mni that ,h ""« 'U tliu fi '“'ff traa di,„, 

“'■ tad 'om'd'”^'' »<S hid 



thibd p.ft 

"“«1 i,s “«'»S.TE 

P“>«i inconp5„™^' «»I»roib,|„y to 

^'?ned ,n ^ ‘«xt ©f the’ivJ^^*^ J«^ou7^ bu^h^l' 

jn j ^ '*fcmcd 11 an 3^ ®*clajine(i_ -xj, * ^^^ment 

« bT,!,Z '*“'«'M. woS'"™'™ lie & ®'’''™- 

S' i°” 
»‘"l. »oC“« “■i.eiX';" °'™ 

Pethop,., 

“"«”S StT™‘““'''r S 1 , "“ '>-"1 S r" ^ 

goaj '^oiatftj the nnn /" *^cne/ /„ S^'nst th^ p , 

■'■°’™C"8T'’''- s ;?’!■>' -i^ oil^fr-- poS 

°^=«ion, sj„.,^”^^'«twrtheK^L ^P^^«'fjecur,, '” his 

loo much abrntbr""^ '“ 'i' encnP™’"””'*- 'aelin "* """ *’' 

r''"* Pint?, t""* P-^iKem ri '^iaWp ,br","^P'™ 

lot,,;';; 



fsioj 

'he 1„ d [^ <'"■ '■"'i Re,^?n.'’"/""f°rcc<l Fn,„. 

ss r" ">hX,^r 

iWiii 

lPs>SS3 

'"'■ AiS,r’"“">' •'bi'eX^'" "" Pe>i'.W 

^‘‘acj,. 11^ „ j'^C'nbcr. Tom i ™ ^ 

3d«>nce /ron, 



a„/; .V. 

a single 20il^^^ ^*h Dun [ 217 } 

gue tii^„ ^ ^^O-nian Pan— ^**^sion to enn ^ 

'^‘y X” Tt"'™-''- t!.“: "■' 

r ""5.^: f-s: eZi;: --'rr 

'“'’^“l eS“"'"« “"I *l.,4“ ® '='>■« oca^,d «-o„ 

of ,Je 

~niS:‘;„-£:;“i~--'r',.;f 

» ''? '° •"PPh .T^’^" "■a-ou'^' of >l.a 

5^?SS»S:^^-=a:;S5? 

■aaS; fa-c , ””“ 

o'fOXiIoLtTI,';;"’' ''™m,'"!°"’''airt 
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r -» 

n. ':;."?r 

“‘-“'O'.. «wjr,ir “ir’"'- "“”' <•- 

who .uelod blorf, “■«> Andoon t„»~” "^"'' “ ">')■ ^d. 

SsSSr-s?.-^-?™" 

S'SSaSsSsS-’ 

on a 



^'O" for d'll;;;'"' f>’'»P»™«I our,l,a'd"'’'‘ '’'"™' 

prohibition o''“'“'‘°”‘’^"''IWmana™“‘^” ‘''“’"dcd 
which would onaht P“rohases and a nn ^ 

»f -he act™, i' -» <w»d" pet 

'™'“d defeat ft P " »e.p,ip ,„„ ‘he settle 

°' Phey .„ teedg " """d ■he military aTd^" 

ohfr® ''•■"“■ee SlT a”r°" Cheep " "“'"'"'™‘ 

«“‘"='“°e« ^e"':;.“ '’'‘“f edti^ua'e'd"”'"' '’'"W. 

“"<"■ M, eMettt' ??' ?'' de n ‘eeurny 

hnanetal butden ‘""”eUon of the d' ‘•'‘"“■’lit 

”’"“d tenevaJod &ndr"'f ■'’'»™y, 

'« Paraguay obum.^V”'' he made an ''‘“"eitSn 

her *twoIute sceuritv •» " ’'"Po«»l>jJitj- u„ 

^swe edd had’ ’ “a" " 

"eddieattonof th' T" "> “"sider ^he 

“> hf, the a' d" =■ ‘'‘ee-on adm”! 

It uua Paraguay- diit a™hargo on Bolivia r January 

'h 'h« nonienie v,!! 'rom nanne ""“"“''"S ‘hat 

P'^eea. effcet.Tl'dp^^P ''■■ -he Leagjf i"? I’,'' erapon.e 

"’ ‘he Chaco d ,;„t7ir'''"P Cenei, C m the 

^ l»rtiap3t,on 

^biboho 

iSH-Sf” ~ ™i.:‘; “ •— 

eeetsanned at Sana p"" “"d m ea 
P' “"der Vfajor 



OwcmbcTj (o jf already (oii p C7 iaco wa« 

' l«Xiin. H,,.; , ''""Srilyof £0," " “ maximum cl- 

“mpms„T„V»™^ed .6, ^rc, co„,i„„^; *’ 

'^"ur ' ^i;7r ■- r 

“ ="mi.m- C™’ ^Pxnld «/ S' ’™“"S Tx"® °'"' 

' ilia Xfr.... "* Palo Xf ”” Bolivtif ”' road 

® ar a Great 



^puin, Kiy o*Tt„,„^ 

^posfd to ,L tAe Cbacn ^«Mive Hoi,^ "® ‘^onitjfute 

'■'Cfory dom^* '"'•ajJon wh.^1. f*®'"* ^nd her d ’‘'^® ^^hni 

/or ,u V '^"'ihed „ . " * 'Evader /mn, «. ” ‘Concept 

qI'/" ““”<1 0/1 6v r,.'’““™ p»- 


«“;yan territory; ' ‘'*P«h,on of „ ' am,y 

/or V '^"'ihed „ . " * 'Evader /mn, «. ” ‘^oncep 

0/ tht hlood of .»,' * ’^* ‘■^pJ.iced hv i *'«onc 

'-''St55?SSS§gS 




Tv Ir-'t-Lt- '*'S"A;';' -» 



//I 7 »«_* '• 581 . 587 en« /- 

“rfnitla ■ 205 ) l^l ' if '«H 3 I7i 

fes. Sr i™" frt, 'S, ”''. 


,S:sS£risSK=£'S| 

i«##*s 

‘"cr for *00,1 '” ^”naf|[«rf !.*^''' 55 , jjj p,’ 'W. i^ponte n 

15 . pVT- ' 'fufia. V «« ^ 75 - 178 . r **■«; 

sr ..a., 
‘tt, 

’"“ S •ir rS. " ?' "“• 

also .«;i..!^ 






V - ‘’-a s~^' “»■'"■ 

Ss/V"'" ■'rf S '''• »-<l. i9. "'• 

,5/“^^"Samb" 192. "■ 

I”*’" 

ral^g •;*<> fbrm;d^1; ^ V^„ Vi- 
«'ffh Coni^;;3 7« P^«ni.« area ^ Cuaran/ 


« nf®^' a«a'cfS d""' 'S ^ 

FWt ^”^*'3 V/ci.fi,^*^*’’’*, 247 9.0 ^ (Ajun- 
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""■’“o- or 

(P- S9J1 Si^^f ’ “raibCT o( ,1, "•■» 

t''i«,, '" „ . ' “'>•“* for ,i 

'^ee fJ,, ® *3d clZ^' Sombre sfmh^, of 

so’- V/S'J'>' “ S^tSah' '>'■"> *faL' i„ 

;"*■■ ''>1* M?,*; ''™»^'6?i; 

«"*'■?" « •■ ^Vs^sTy”-'-™ S' 

s sif fes 

"« S? P»ta i" ■'“> Tore J • >«-J5i. {a^ Wmj, 

SSS-’nSSl^ 

,h ij 

cavalrv J 





^ tfte dele 

^'ned and n . ^ ‘"opabi^ ” *° ^’fpJac/. ^^ ^'”«tcrj, visif/vi 

friend^"'* *^'*‘"*'* it ""Unand 

“n:,. . I’^tuniAfi ‘^fouph .t ^“^randa iva« , ’ 

sssScifitrS!:!: 

is?ssfi?#ss;a 

s* '» •S““''r8c*''-S’sr'~"S 

''SMenu, i,„^ 



>" oI m^TT “‘“'"td tZ 1 ''^P'dnd., a„/^”'"' h die 

W. Q»,o‘tZ Of .1.; p/„^' ,""■ <br 


SSSfSSS-SSS?- 

«P'omje tart trT^’^ “Ofoa „™”“ “o ^SI.3 

^fmsc/vM of the Tiw^ ®“^"os Aires ok/ by 

'""'c • ^°"- ’’Odor *H tta 1"* *“''od 

. ""Andcn, 


f”d Ihs Vill-^w *'“' of L,° oil field, a ,!' ^'“"oo drove 
f/ r«-_ ® hfont^«.c._- ^hvia n„ 90 , ' *tep m th» 


^"■ur ed , '" 'I.O.TS '^""o»-. mej* ''f‘ ■'■o G„a,a„, 

''""Idfiav '" "10 -nd,re„ ’ ‘'“l’''o reart on J| 

"'W. ihe ? 'PProart .rt,v? '^’""1 • 

ta,?'"’ fd ot:^“ r “'■.llert':::"'"of gra’v.:" 
""'M near Ui."''‘ °" '® f'Sn!l,?’'"'’"0"'ly. «,?' ““''ant, 

r'™ 

=T=S"=;E?r~.'s,;?si5 

^'“'"andopea ,, "'“'"d to 

'“""ren-ayforaa 
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‘rP"''-S':T:^ '■»5‘.“co“‘j,'^' '‘"’•'' 

'‘■WI? a(l„ • ?„'r™’''“ 

trcm /S ''“^“1 on Vilb ’™ 

"^'oriai ” ^'ivian v-a- ‘ *^“o Ciniir; i. . ^ n-ai rc- 

aS""'" “f n poll, Pom’,!!'" "on- of 

•'’o naiS, ■O'lonni,. ■>« firfd, „ a 

r on^'^;;?' ■" 

defin;,,v , ^ 7,u and Ch in 


“-irToiv va|j_ , •"‘«nied to ihi 

' — "..0 

ninth. AnA ^ ^«vinp „ yiaragua ranpcs 

"’""nPflu.a ' '“ •“"'ndc, ^’'"'“ionof’’ft,?"^- 0-> On 

(2nd '^Hh a r> ^‘^“chn 

w nipn» .._ 


"■■ '=“'0001 La Ca>nW '""-rmS", n'on; 

JssssaSxriSs 

tad Goifc-oWa in com 


C -Po L'“” :» CPan.S'L' 

5’S£^sSs^£}?^..„.oo 

-‘o^cp"?’.'-’- POP'LL ‘=“®""'*"''"“ '■” 

‘~K5?=S:-r‘s."Sr.-/» 

'^‘"^^fan uL coofd PaLj, W<P 



®oi:viAv 

=' S“yuS'aM” “’’"'onfd (I) T"’? “ 

^'nfoicem-n, ^*‘*'^ncinff toVf the Pa«« *^ent 

*hvcTsiftn *nd 12 rVw^ '■^•' eni<.i * any 

“'f “ ”> ■!... nort. * J“™ «">■ 

orfort-^ ., ^«reat to rh- r. hj-iapj^ 

T^.k„l 


^ norther 

orfon-^ .^^”dait/j, * ^«reat to th^. r ^’I'tapic 

tfr-' -«r,s 

c£:, 

=• Villa^ "° “'an <hc “'n 

*«'. bu, ™ “”*“»?>" II Com, f " ’'“'In 

"’""nnral sretor 



prc«,w ^ co.VBycT OP 

"«cJcS^'“»i>f,|,^™ "“<• and on Only 

2l.? r ?”'»"■■■ n.. ^ S'ft D?^ '“ ‘''oa 

''«afforco,J,"''’"''» “a. n„^^’’S"a)an 3„f ''°" "a, 

T'"' failed ,„ r * ""’•'laHo. a„^ flahu fSlIi 

e\fen,;..- *fte gj], |>. . by j/,- ^ other 

of the f on tiJ i ^ 7fh n “ 

"'ngoppo- . P”ncip|<. ^^rapet/. Once , ‘'“'°n and 

""“'lall^th, ^ ““'Wa. 

^'*''n‘on iva. ,L up iheT^ oW men “p on/y by 

B-hV ^cS m 

able Bolivl « ’‘‘a* reoU 5rd 

50.000. p '• afc«r ,h. .o*?' ‘^«b her rref/ boys 

and ? snS ^*?f^n»fnu haT^ ® anny 

^fotn the afac°'''''"e 15.0^ nf 250 to 4oo^''l «<^b 

5Sh 

f’"'Plevara,i‘^"‘' '"'e '" ‘l-e 

'■equipp.^ Wih'a' P'»l‘»is«l '*'’au!tfd u.^®^ ^ E'nenil 
tJestroy c,,,- ”Pf“red an», . ®*^SBJe Tfv nation; the 

Wla o, 6„. ^ ^^^7x>d tetr 

SSiSsfeiS? 


•'■S s'S’’ S^p,!"’"' 

»..T^s-43^s::^J;:;i>;s 

"pended h„ j" Pee moon. 1? p® Saece 
®'™"“»nj.ee„e“.^.™,he 
anny, c<,„. 



’>■ '" Ihc p'L""' *"S<-n.u,l~ ,, '’""SUV 


«'c --r’X "!' 

'"“Pmcn, ,„ “1 S May a„J?" "" ’m Ca.al 

?°" Th„ „, °°P"ai,on „„i, "”P'">S a J,a!„|y ’ ^ 

(fiy lypt Ci(j.ali ^™*ital]y pu„ acnej 

“'"■cp! "'"')■ "I'o hadl^ '«'■■ n,o,f„„ “'W 

touapj jj **y /O \/ay oniarcd to cJm„^ *'^'^«iively 

,„ o ''"*a„ ,7 “"<' ad.a„„ 

'’'■""a lilir, “'''>’ '«'ra lur "“P' Parm,,, J’"''°" ="<< 

"■'''■. "''>■ «"M "«r papj^™ “f "■a Pan, 

^>la,na„ ™'""“'id ap„ quici ihroi, ,. 

t"’ •'■rae ra^'"''’™"’, .„ "" 

?®""'nu and , ' ‘^'J” '^hch ^. , ''Par 

'’'C,a“„';'’''«'«C oVi”f ‘■■'PhPa »f 

'~ . ... a;,.. 

^ °f 'I-' 

* 0/I(jjyj_ 

~»poa. 

;"P<>™,b,],„„ To°r' “"P"'" aSd « a ^“j'" 

forced on ff, u ^''^rola Am ^ ^ ^'®ni«s,„y, ‘^^undary 

P-ycho,aZr"p7rZrny 

"'"-piano {„J J,"P°’< >ldl 

-M.ho„sn y. 



lot] 

^ ^ ®«urcd R;.-,^, }°‘n the rv-,^ ^ ''pril 

a ban r, * *° ofd«- «f Am “ P"« 

carjv Aff. X ^^^0 coni/ri ®*b23tJ0fj 

°" «-- =™?. r- '"■'‘'™‘ T,h<, ^"•■■’•^‘ioa „t 

in P^opottU »o Villa Ar 

F^iSr^r^^S'peS 

» '' “■« Uni,M\ °'“'''"'«lm^- ""'ment ,™„,j 

St; s:~S';5v“£;,'j;|,;~"„; 

°fJeiu.ve and a./ ''"1“Wind <'nitnd ''"'f'V 

must not fan P‘'‘*o'tor i«n ?'*>■ ron/d t- n the 

r.f- °r. «., 


icnjive and a„ "tlttuherf », P “wited n-T^ ; "tiefing 
,‘'v’"'«‘ ■<.». , hT""" "» Sei! tinte to ' " " 

. counter be P^pared bV*I! P'^''^'ion 

’" '“» contSnn' ^‘’'-■'■un ^ "■' Pf^Pan," 

P.eed 



'*? 'lie 1 ,„ ""y II Cf>,». "'""'iird mov™, lO'neil 

““SIC X':; ''sii' "-.d p™s-«,, d^pi'T""'' '■w 

•Wei Pear- - “^hen th- “”P”e lessen^ t>. 


|5tr^5;ss= 

'S S"' ao ■”«',, IS"* 

""S'" 'O S " •'"'sa.e T“‘'"‘''‘"d 'he '"'■ved. 

«on of the ^ ‘ho»^hi 


S;"' •STafrS'T ^ 

""S'" >0 S " •'"'sa.e T“‘'"‘''‘"d 'he .n,^^^"'’' '"'■ved. 

"'d noi ,„i ’■ "P'neni.ng ,i, " Pnnaiy „b ' , “> 'Iiem 

"le Vila] Villa a, enemy back lioili ba^V''" """I 

“Md be rf ' ""‘'’•PoyuiW „ j ” "“"apilinrf “I die 

P""‘«al aniS, “‘ S"j"»''eed jiriE"* "'' vf, 2 ' ' " ""'e 



[236] 

4h.Tr,:'j “■■'■ 

ssrs: °-' trr ';""• 

saijon of I offered a miJitary 

*ra<ibili]^^“"'- "•>>ims ‘E<^ baiir"”"""' '“• 

^‘''«n d«i«»,* "* U»e d^- • *0 

Z7‘b? °' "■' “»■ 

’'"'va.®^o7' ?" '"'my oT 'r”"'’ ",'"''"‘'''«'>y 

atois W3« • °'“Sre«f. ma;„. . . "ot base her 

n,edf- 

DDno.:.y. ^'*Safes fy,!!-. 5 ‘^hausteri f still h 


>•« no," r“' or“,r' "■E'ncy, '“"" "f .1.0 ™ed 

foreod J '’'«.< «.o„' ^'- f»P.v„ "■“". dolavio ” 

O^;, dS,''""’S"»yS'^I,'‘“''""»nnyc™,*'" "'"mio. 

oot save her. 





' 7 "" 'ww?'/'”"' "’•■ '''<■.(., 


(I) snJf m T '■ '”'"•« o "" «■. 
n.m 4 ? o/,„' „, ,^’ 

Si=£ 5 S 5 S 5 i\j 5 ? 

” »Wfn« ^ ° 


5 ^&SS 5 # 3 Sr'»= 

‘"'"‘■'-.wT' ‘n.; T„ ."‘'"”"”r 7 ,M,'^',"""' CoT 

'^S the off *'>uaf fm *’oiifd ;.#. 

7 ' <^'"y Z‘:v’ ^ ■•''”^7 

’“'"•'r. itT, i"" -'™»™r„;. r*'- "•^ ft*'"'""'- 

anti p,-_ MCI- ^ '’'Wj \r i/»c 

Ly ST v?,),®"!” Consc 

*hc *— I *orcr« ..’ 


‘^e other I of dcfi*«.' ” ” ""h hu,^ , ‘^'nmjnd 

'’^■^fnplano of Cm2 ^Sile f^L ’'°“W 

'I.cw„r ™vr'*^'''''*c." °" 

... -:^ZVZ‘ 
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‘^amandfrs frr^ „ 

"«SJcct«l SCO, ** ^«*Q| Hexibir^’^ echrl 

•“rpr,„, aiK, ki, con.^^Z '^"’- fc.ro, •• 

bumblt “Ifnn L "* '""■ bo/do“ 

:/.2r 

m”!,", traor ,„ n P'T>'.dJn, 

•s::rp2 --- 

*^°"Jmande„ ^ frequent' 

f”' “Ppon ^ ■'"'‘fwivelf '■".S^cnce If’-''“'«™""'' 

‘«n iisJ^.‘^“fcl)ir>i;.l'S'"'weom,L’. »nd oibtr 


f”' ■Cat:" ■■".S^^ric“'?.''“'< 

on^f"''’' fc Air 0^'"'“' Prowi p7,!^' 

^'Sndocjy an,! L ^j'an iur.«?^ th..^ *»mt>. 

"’Ore effia-- ^ f^ver tra/r^^*^ **"«-iije have 

Z"'y?>nZT„7^- '»CM ";«'”fopr„„^r""' '■'™« 

-.s: - 



SiT a" ^'"mflS'fr^" tad 6 " ""="»«i 

^Si^SHiS 

"ta b« :7'^'''-= d., "“P'477',7 ■"'“"'d H'e" 

77' "«o.^’^7°'""° 4ald°L ''"" “ ■• Ad no7®;' ‘^“'> 

7;??4r*! /t;ri.“‘" - si' 7:- -s 


7"dZ7r'"'''7 / 7““'- «“Z 77 ''“'■- .7b 

7'"' A= riZ?"""- °f WodTr""" "f Ac a "°" 'S=.w, 

befn of Saav^^ ivar ’^“f»out 

^otna, 1? f>/had ^ ^"*'den° 
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for 31 May, but Tejada’s extreme weakness and inability to cope 
with postwar problems made Toro’s ascension an expected event. 
On 17 May the army cashed its mortgage on Tejada’s political 
life, and was in absolute power after the dust had settled; Enrique 
Finot was in the Foreign Ofnce and Diez de Medina in Buenos 
Aires. With truth it was said on the Altiplano “that the Com- 
mand responsible for the loss of the Chaco has received the 
government as its retvard.’’** 

After correspondence and discussions with the new govern- 
ments, an agreement on poliang was signed on 9 January 1937 
at Buenos Aires. Free transit svas provided on the Boyuib^-Villa 
Montes road (previously a sore point svith La Paz) ; travel with- 
out inspection was permitted parties of five or less trucks pro- 
vided they possessed a road permit- Bolivia assumed the expense 
of highway maintenance. Each country was authorized civil 
policing in her zone, but an absolute prohibition on shooting 
(including hunting) was imposed. Military observers were placed 
at Camatindi. The regulations for implementing the agreement 
'vere accepted by both in May 1937, and in September the Con- 
ference put them into force.’® 

Dissatisfaction over the allegedly soft attitude toward Bolivia 
oianifesced by the agreement culminated in the ouster of Franco 
on 15 August 1937. The coup, led by Colonel Ram6n L. Paredes, 
'eteran commander and at the moment chief of Chaco forces, 
brought a restoration of the Liberal party. Dr. Filix Paiva, the 
new President, returned Zubizarreta, well-knoivn advoate of a 
hard policy toward Bolivia, to the Chaco Peace Conference. On 
die Altiplano the 14 July removal of Toro by Busch had no 
roarked effect on the Buenos Aires delegation. Zubizarreta, liow- 
c>er, rejected the security regulations (20 October), svhercupon 
diey remained in effect only by a tenuous modus vivendiJ* 

Already in December 1936 nctv exploratory talks on the basic 
l^ue Were carried out by Cruchaga Tocomal of Chile, Macedo 
Scares of Brazil, and Braden of the United States. They deter- 
’nined that Paraguayan opinion would be satisfied if Bolivia svas 
denied a porL \Vhile La Paz demanded the latter, the majority 
of her people could not distinguish a free port from a soicrcign 
ouUet. Finot. although personally admitting that die former 
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The Treaty o£ Peace, Friendship, and Boundaries signed 21 
July 1938 esublished peace and provided for arbitration 
presidents of the six mediator Republics. The littoral sou o 
the Otuquis was exempted from consideration. Paraguay guar^- 
teed Bolivia ample free transit, especially through Puerto Casado 
where La Paz might esublish a customs zone, depots, and ware- 
houses. War claims tvere reciprocally renounced.** 

The Bolivian legislature ratified the treaty in secret 
by a vote of 102 to 7. In Paraguay the plebiscite supported the 
peace 135,385 to 13,204. The designated arbitrators delegated 
their responsibility to their ambassadors to the Conference, who 
then received the respective cases and constituted an advisory 
military commission to fix geographic coordinates and render a 


report on the arbitration zone.** 

The cases submitted were merely symbolic since, as the Bo- 
livian "expostcidn" pointed out, the conclusion was already deter- 
mined. Nevertheless, and sadly enough, Finot offered a revievv of 
the case' which Bolivia had always hoped to lay before a lega 
arbitration. The Audicncia and the c^dulas tvere cited, 
with Chives and Manso, the colonUl Indian wars, Azara. and the 
domain of Chiquitos. Not omitted were the proicsu to the Hayes 
Award, and the assertion that forlines bad been built only to con- 
tain Guarani expansionism. Dealing with the present very narrow 
zone. Finot proved it had always been a dc facto Bolivian po“«* 
Sion. He pleaded for enough high ground below the Otuquis for 
a port, citing Bolivia’s historic acuvitics in that area, particularly 
Oliden. in conclusion, he succincUy summarized the broad case 
and called for a verdict favorable to Bolivia.** 

Paraguay’s '■memorial" also included the full colonial cases- 
Mendoza’s cabitulacidn, expeditions, missions, cedulas, Fuerte 
Borbon, and the Province of Paraguay. The Hayes Award and 
subsequent developments were stressed as logical conunuatioiw 
of lone possession. The natural-limits doctrine was asserted, ana 
a verdict soliated based on security, mili&ry. economic, political, 
and geographic needs. The document failed to esublish Ulle to 
the arbStion zone for the simple reason that 
none *' It lay beyond her historic zone and fell into her grasp 
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